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Vladimir Kramnik is one of the best chess players in 
the history of the game. From 2000, when he defeated 
Garry Kasparov, until 2007 he was World Chess 
Champion. He has significantly shaped opening theory 
in chess and is still a top player today, participating in 
the Candidates Tournament in 2018 (the winner will be 
the challenger of Magnus Carlsen at the World Chess 
Championship 2018). 
This biography, written in close collaboration with 
Kramnik himself, traces his history from his childhood 
in Russia until today. The author, Kramnik’s longtime 
manager and friend, gives personal insight into the 
player’s life and provides exciting glimpses behind 
the scenes of the – sometimes quite shady – chess 
world. In addition, the book includes commentaries 
by Kramnik on his most important games and an 
extensive appendix with, among others, notations of 
all of Kramnik’s World Chess Championship games. 

The author
Carsten Hensel, born in 1958 in Dortmund (Germany), knows the world of chess from an insider’s 
perspective. He not only worked as manager for Vladimir Kramnik and Hungarian grandmaster 
Peter Leko but was also involved in the organisation of the famous Dortmund Sparkassen Chess 
Meeting and the World Chess Championship 2008 in Bonn.

Sales points
 • Vladimir Kramnik is the 14th World Chess Champion, having beat Kasparov in 2000
 • World Chess Championship in November 2018 in London
 • First Kramnik biography since 2000
 • Written in close collaboration with Kramnik
 • Includes commentaries by Kramnik on his most important games.
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