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LUCA  CRIPPA  and  MAURIZIO  ONNIS 

LA BAMBINA DI KIEV   (THE GIRL FROM KYIV) 
Publishing date May 18

th
, 2022 • First chapters (ca. 70 pp) available now 

 

By the authors of the international bestseller THE AUSCHWITZ PHOTOGRAPHER, a new 

book that already aroused the interest of publishers in various European countries. 
 

"Mom, the teacher cried in class today!" Alisa is 

ten years old and she's in fifth grade. She lives with 

her father Semyon and mother Polina in social 

housing in a Kiev apartment building. The news on 

television is getting worse every day, but no one 

wants to believe that the Russians are really about 

to attack the capital. Nor does Olexsandr, her 

grandfather. He is old enough to remember the 

stories the old people told about the Second 

World War and he cannot conceive just how that 

tragedy can repeat itself now, in the heart of 

Europe. All this is discussed on the evening of 

February 23, 2022, at Alisa's home. 

Then, a huge roar breaks the night. Alisa wakes up 

suddenly, seized by a terror to which she cannot 

give a name, something she has never 

experienced, not even listening to the scariest fairy 

tales. What's going on? Is this, she asks through 

tears, is this war, then? 

This is the beginning of Alisa's story, the docu-

fiction of a little girl in the nightmare of the 

Russian-Ukrainian conflict. The story of a family, 

and at the same time of thousands of families. A 

story of fear. Of bombs. Of escape. Of violence suffered together. Of horror that spares no one and 

nothing, not even the hospitals, not even the refugees who pass through humanitarian corridors, not 

even the animals in the zoo. A story of resilience, too, and of courage. Of old people, of women, and 

of children traveling alone, for hundreds of kilometers, with a phone number written in their hand by 

their moms. Alisa's story shakes, indignates, moves, makes us understand, perhaps better than any 

other story, what a terrible crime war is, always has been. Finally, a story of hope that does not 

surrender to abuse, death, to the most ferocious violence. Because it wants to bet on mankind, once 

again, and on peace. 

 

Luca Crippa's and Maurizio Onnis' previous narrative non fction books were international 

bestsellers: The Auschwitz Photographer and The Archivist, translated into 12 languages and 

published in more than 60 countries 
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POPE  FRANCIS 

Ti auguro il sorriso  (I Wish You the Smile) - 224 pp.  
The topic of joy is a central reference in the whole 

magisterium of Pope Francis, "even more necessary in 

these sick times". God is joyful, as the Pontiff testifies 

in these pages that represent a proclamation of rebirth 

and a message to every woman and man in the world. 

And mercy  is nothing but the deepest manifestation of 

God's joy and the very heart of the Christian 

announcement. -It was mercy to which the Holy Father 

dedicated the Jubilee which was the founding act of his 

Pontificate, and the volume The name of God is Mercy, 

published in 100 countries and in 32 languages - 

"The liberating revolution of the Gospel is contained 

here". 

For this reason, the Pope's words are an invitation to 

embrace authentic beauty, to open up to encounter 

and sharing, to change personal and social attitudes of 

exclusion, to unmask the profound dissatisfaction of 

any closure into oneself, to struggle with confidence 

and courage, without letting oneself overcome by 

pessimism. 

From Cambiare e rinascere (Change and be reborn) to 

Ciò che ci libera dalla tristezza (What frees us from 

sadness), up to Per regalare un sorriso (To give a 

smile), the eight chapters of the Pontiff's book analyze 

the theme of joy with profound and very human words, in the awareness that true joy is not an ephemeral 

or illusory feeling, no antidote for those who ignore suffering: it is born from a concrete hope, which 

nothing and no one can ever take away. 
 

• POPE FRANC IS '  M OST SU CCESSFUL  BOOK IN 2021  IN ITA LY  

• 3
R D

 BE ST SOLD  OF A LL  HIS BOOKS PUBLISHED DU RIN G H IS  P ON TIF ICA TE (P AST 8  YEA RS)  

• TWICE A S MU CH C OPIE S SOLD IN ITA LY AS  R ITORNIA M O A SOGN A RE /  DARE  TO  DREAM 

• 10  RE P RIN TS WITH  A BOUT 40,000  C OPIE S (P LU S SPEC IA L MA GAZ INE SU PP LEME NTS)  
 

 

TRANSLATION RIGHTS SOLD 
WORLD ENGLISH (HODD ER &  STOU GH TON  

WORLD FRE NCH (M IC HE L LA FON)  

WORLD SPA NISH  (PLAZ A Y JANE S)  

GERM AN (KOE SEL)  

PORTU GUESE  EXCEP T BRASIL  (PORTO EDITORA)  

CROA TIAN (VE RBUM)  

SLOV AK (FORTUNA)  
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POPE  FRANCIS 

Buona vita. Tu sei una meraviglia 

(The Good Life. You are Wonderful) - 240. pp. 

This is Pope Francis' message for everyone 

today: his new manifesto is telling us how 

to awaken to life, at any age! 
 

It is the starting point of any birth and any rebirth, 

"the indestructible heart of our hope, the 

incandescent core that supports existence, at any 

age". 

You are wonderful! 
Even when a worry marks your face, or when you 

feel tired and exhausted, or if you feel you're wrong, 

remember that you are always a light that shines in 

the night. It is the greatest gift you have received, 

and which no one can take away from you. 

So dream, never get tired of dreaming. Believe, in 

the existence of the highest and most beautiful 

truths. And above all, let yourself be surprised by 

love. This is the Good Life. And this is the greatest 

and most beautiful wish we can bid to each other. 

Always. 

With the help of the 15 rules for a good life 

indicated by Pope Francis, we can savor the miracle  

that we are and the authentic taste of a truly lived existence. A contagious joy, which makes life good 

for those who give it and those who receive it. 
 

You are important     ▪     You are unique     ▪     You are wonderful! 

This is Pope Francis' message for everyone today. 
 

His rules make this book go far beyond a merely religious statement - 

BUONA VITA gives valuable advices for self esteem, mindfulness, empowerment, motivation: 
 

I. We all are precious 

II. The best of life 

III. The unique moment is now 

IV. What to avoid carefully 

V. Chasing tresures 

VI. And when there is pain? 

VII. Cultivate your wisdom 

VIII. Don't just stand on the balcony 

IX. Get your handy dirty 

X. Never again alone 

XI. Countercurrent 

XII. You have eyes, so contemplate! 

XIII. Don't stop dreaming 

XIV. How to unveil the miracle in yourself 

 

TRA N SLA TO N RIG HT S SOL D :  CRO AT IA N (VER BUM)  
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PINO APRILE 

Nuovo elogio dell'imbecille (New praise of the imbecil) - 192 pp.  -LIBRERIA PIENOGIORNO- 

In the beginning was "The Imbecile": on the fateful threshold of 2000, Pino 

Aprile's debut book was a lucky publishing case not only in Italy, but in many 

other countries (in Spain, to say, it reached No. 1 and dominated the charts 

for months). Inspiring, scientifically sound, sociologically impeccable and at 

the same time brimming with humour - in short: irresistible - the pamphlet 

was even adopted by university and management courses. Twenty years 

later, a "New Praise of the Imbecile" witnesses a perspicacious intuition that 

over time has increasingly become tangible evidence, an incontrovertible 

reality: the intelligent people have made the world, but it is the stupid who 

live in it enjoying it. Why are there so many idiots in the world? And why do 

they prosper and dominate - never as much as in this moment, as it might 

seem -, managing to reach successful positions, first of all in politics, but also 

in companies, in society, in communication, in short: in all spheres of life? 

Not to mention the limelight of social media  

After having first laboriously and then brilliantly transcended his ape lineage, why does man now swagger 

backwards to these ancestors? 

Pino Aprile substantiates - with "Darwinian" and incontrovertible reasons - the unstoppable rise of human 

stupidity... by giving new life to an indispensable pamphlet for the understanding our simpleminded donkey 

epoch. 

 

 

 

DAVIDE  CHINELLATO 

King. La biografia di LeBron James (King. The Biography of LeBron James) - 333 pp. -LIBRERIA PIENOGIORNO- 

Even though LeBron James would never say it about himself, former NBA star 

Isaiah Thomas has no doubts: "King" James is the GOAT, the greatest of all 

times. "Because we've never had a player like LeBron who is able to combine 

dominance on the court with all the rest. For the sports aspect there are the 

statistics, and the numbers never lie: no one has had his performance and his 

consistency in each aspect of the game. And in the same way no one has done 

what he did for the communities in need." 

For all these reasons LeBron James is unique. As a child, abandoned by his 

father and raised by a teenage mother, he spent his difficult childhood ("I saw 

everything: drugs, murders; it was insane") living in poorest conditions, until 

the coach of the neighborhood football team took him into foster care. This 

child has not only become the best in the world in his sport, basketball, an 

unrivalled player, the "Chosen One", but also a man who has committed his 

celebrity image to fight social injustice, giving these projects his face. 

Chinellato, renowned expert for US basketball, tells in his biography about LeBron's life, his successes and 

his social and political commitment. 

•  S I NCE  I T S  PU BLIC AT IO N I T  H A S BEE N BE S TSELLE R IN  SPO RT S BIOG RA PH Y (GFK)   

•  REVIEW S COM P A RE I T  TO M ICH AEL  JO RD A N 'S  A I R  A ND  KO BE BRY A NT 'S T HE MAM AB A MEN T ALIT Y  

•  IN OC TOBE R I T  W A S C HO S EN BE S T B IOGR AP HY!  

•  2
N D

 EDIT ION  -  14.000  CO PIES  SOL D  

•  TRA N SLA TIO N RIG HT S  SOL D :  SP A IN  (ROCA  ED ITO RI AL)  
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VALERIO  MASSIMO  MANFREDI  

Come Roma insegna (As Rome Teaches) - 174 pp. -LIBRERIA PIENOGIORNO- 

History is a complex motion that can give way to chaos. Yet the epic history of  

Rome is able to sum up in a magnificent way a constant in the behavior of the 

human species: the claim of a better world. 
 

All empires were founded on blood. And all empires are doomed to fall. In 

these aspects Rome makes no difference. What makes the difference, 

however, is what remains. 

Many empires disappear having left behind extermination camps, ruins, 

massacres and ... nothing else. 

Rome, however, has left a civilization: we still live in its laws, we take 

advantage of its communication system, of the powerful and ingenious 

construction techniques, we speak its language, in many and different parts of 

the world. 

Some of the peoples who were affected by the Roman domination had no mercy when in the following 

times, in turn, they found themselves in the role of the invaders. They destroyed, killed, plundered: in this, 

sadly, the history of mankind is what it is. The "others" were no better. Once again the difference is in what 

remains afterwards. Or in what doesn't remain at all. Historiography is not subject to any illusory moral 

rankings, but certainly there is reason to be proud of the civilization that ancient Rome left us, proud of its 

heritage. 

From the hard lesson of pandemics to racism, from the virus of corruption to the eagerness of innovation: 

the fascinating epic history of Rome - if you know how to read it - can chase away the darkness that often 

engulfs us, illuminate our present, build our future. 

•  THREE  E DIT IO NS  FO R A T OTAL  OF  18,000  COPIES  

•  FROM  P UBL ICA TIO N FO R F OUR WEEK S I N THE  I T ALI A N TOP 20  NO N FIC TIO N B EST SELLER  L I ST  

•  NO .  1  BES TSELLE R I N V A R IOUS  AM A ZON  CA TEGO RIE S;  NO .  1  BE ST SELLE R I N IBS  (SECO N D 

IM POR TA N T IT ALI A N O NLI NE  BOO K SHO P)   

•  TRA N SLA TIO N RIG HT S  SOL D :  SP A NI S H WO RL D (ED H A SA)  

 

 

VAURO  SENESI   with  CECILIA  STRADA 

La regina di Kabul. Storie dall'Afghanistan di Emergency (The Queen of Kabul. Stories from 

Emergency's Afghanistan) - 176 pp.   -LIBRERIA PIENOGIORNO- 

EMERGENCY is a humanitarian NGO with the aim of giving medical relief to the 

civil victims of poverty and war. It was founded in 1994 by the Italian war 

surgeon Gino Strada.  

This book looks back on twenty years of Afghanistan and the association's 

commitment in that beloved and tormented land, telling small, unforgettable 

stories, often from the point of view of the children and the ordinary people, 

because most of the time it is the weak ones, the civilians who pay the price of 

wars decided on the table of the powerful ones, the governments. 

Written by Vauro Senesi, famous cartoonist and caricaturist, founder of the 

satirical magazine Il male, and from 2006 to 2009 spokesman for the NGO, 

with a note by Cecilia Strada, who chaired until 2017 the association founded 

by her father Gino. 
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MARINA  VISENTIN 

Raffasofia  - 192 pp.  -LIBRERIA PIENOGIORNO- 

If the philosophers who over the centuries have struggled over the issue, 

would have had TV, they would have found in Raffaella Carrà the missing link 

between human beings and happiness. 

"Raffaella Carrà is a lifestyle."   -   PEDRO ALMODOVAR 

So spontaneously free from judgments and prejudices and open to inclusive-

ness that it has lit rainbows on screens that in those times were still all in 

black and white. So cleverly in balance between recklessness and virtue - as 

Tanti auguri proves - that she perfectly represented the value of the average 

which is one of the fundamentals of happiness according to the "most 

competent people". 

Together with sharing and participating, because as she sings in Chi l'ha detto: 

"Il segreto è che la luce sono quelli intorno (The secret is that the light is the 

people around)", and here even Aristotle would applaud. 

Long before Fifty Shades tickled women's secret desires, Raffa threw false modesty to the winds, because 

"è bello far l'amore da Trieste in giù (it's nice to make love from Trieste downwards)". 

The truth is that in each of us sleeps a Carrà: a sphere of joy and hunger for freedom, of enormous 

potential and an ability to relate to others, self-esteem and respect for the differences in the world. In 

short, precisely topics and questions of the philosophers. And it is a pop philosopher who reveals the 

formula to make the Raffa in us shine and find the path to happiness (ta-tà) to the rhythm of her songs. 

TRA N SLA TO N RIG HT S SOL D :  SP A IN  

 

 

ALEX  ZANARDI   told  by    CLAUDIO  ARRIGONI 

Ancora (Once More) - 160 pp.  -LIBRERIA PIENOGIORNO- 

In everybody's existence there are breaks. Even if, as Alex says, "it's always 

me, with or without legs", it is true that life is changing and we must learn to 

deal with it in other ways. Alex' breaks are engraved in the collective memory. 

The first one, at the Lausitzring circuit, in September 2001, "with my car 

breaking in two, and me with it", is only the dramatic prelude to what he 

would have been able to transform "into the greatest opportunity of my life". 

The second turning point, in June 2020, is even more alive in everyone's heart, 

like a shiver that goes up the back: on the roads of Val d'Orcia, at a bend, his 

handbike collides with a truck. 

It is the beginning of a new tiring marathon, the most demanding and difficult 

ever. But those who know him, understand that if there is anyone who can 

face this challenge against the limit once more, is Alessandro Zanardi from 

Castel Maggiore. He can make it. Ancora - Once more. 
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F I C T I O N  
 

 

ROSANNA  CATALANO 

Cuori di Sicilia (Hearts of Sicily) - upmarket historical novel - 335 pp. -LIBRERIA PIENOGIORNO- 

 

A saga in which Rosanna Catalano tells the extraordinary story of Rosario Catalano in 1920s America, of his family 

and of his quartet, which inspired North American dance music. 

From Sicily to New York and back - a story of love, ambition, wealth, jealousy and music: a story of stormy hearts. 

 

Sicily in the early 1900s gives nothing to those who have nothing, and Rosario 

knows well that guys like him have to work hard to earn their place in the 

world. He can't even afford love, because the girl he loves, Rosa, is destined 

for a good match, not for him. But Rosario is ambitious, and thirsty for 

redemption. On his side he has hunger, youth, and an unshakable confidence 

in himself - and the certainty that America is there to be conquered by him. 

And so it happens. New York is not paved with gold as the agents of the 

shipping companies made him believe, and for Americans, Italians are "third-

class slime". 

But from the moment he sets foot on Ellis Island in 1908, Rosario doesn't 

waste time. Soon, with Rosa at his side, and the children brought to them by 

their passion, his dream will have no limits. He turns his hobby, music, into a 

business. 

His quartet, I Quattro Siciliani, makes its breakthrough first in Brooklyn, then throughout America. 

Contracts with the record companies start coming in, and a time of recording discs begins for Rosario, a 

time of evening performances, of the beautiful house, of fame, of wealth. The Catalano family conquers the 

position it deserves. Rosario is a skilled entrepreneur, buying without scruple score sheets for a few dollars 

and earning thousands from them, and withstanding fearless the Black Hand, the Italo-American mafia 

which claims protection money from businessmen. 

But in the end he is not able to erase Sicily from his heart, and so Rosario and Rosa make their return to 

Marsala when, surrounded by threats and by treacherous friends, they need to go back to their roots. And 

it is from then on that Rosa, courageous and proud as Sicilian women are, will take over the reins of the 

Catalano family. 

•  R IGH T FROM  IT S PUBL ICA TIO N O N FI RS T PO S ITIO N S  OF AM AZO N IT AL Y 'S BE S TSELLE R L I S T S I N 

VA RIO U S C ATEGO RIE S ,  J U ST  BEH I ND STEF A NI A AUC I 'S SUCCE S S FUL  NO VELS  

•  7,000  COPIES SOL D I N 5  WEEKS  -  SECO ND  P RI NT R UN A FTE R J US T 1  M O NT H  
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EVA  POLANSKI 

Il gatto che mi diceva ti amo (The Cat Who Told Me I Love You) - novel - 272 pp. -LIBRERIA PIENOGIORNO- 

Eva had never seen a cat like that, and she has been living with cats her whole 

life. A magical cat, it seems, that she alone can see in that old "casa di 

ringhiera" in Milan's quarter Navigli. A beautiful and fascinating cat that 

appears and disappears when you less expect it, and rarely accepts caresses. 

Maybe a ghost cat, maybe a feline divinity. 

But it's thanks to him that Eva manages not to fall apart, when, just arrived in 

town for opening a wine bar, she falls prisoner there, separated from her 

family on the Tuscan hills. 

Eva is alone in this apartment in an unknown city, and she is forced to stay 

one week after another till they become months, for the pandemic lockdown. 

It is Cat - that's the name she gives him for his seeming the essence of felinity - 

who guides her through the maze of balconies, up near the roofs and almost 

touching the stars, who makes her know the microcosm of the people living in 

that building. 

It is Cat who teaches her to appreciate and enjoy again the little things, to be grateful for the love she 

receives and to look at difficulties through wise feline eyes.  And when she is about to loose herself in 

solitude, he whispers healing words to her, in the language that only cat lovers know. 

•   FOU RT H REP RI NT  

•  16,000  COPIES SOLD  

•  BEST SOL D BOO K O F IT S  G ENRE I N IT ALY I N 2021 

•  PREV IOU S C AT  BOO KS  BY  THE  AU T HOR PUBL I SHE D I N FR A NCE (C IT Y  EDIT IO N S)  

•  TRA N SLA TIO N RIG HT S  SOL D :  SP A NI S H WO RL D (ESFE RA  DE  LOS  L IB RO S)  
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FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATIONS  PLEASE  CONTACT  OUR  CO-AGENTS: 
 

 

France Agence Deborah Druba 

 3 rue Roubo 

 75011 Paris 

 deborah@agencedeborahdruba.com 

 

Greece Read n Right Agency 

 26, Dim. Dimitriou Street 

 34132 Chalkida 

 contact: Nike Davarinou  nike@readnright.gr 

 

Netherlands and Scandinavia ST&A 

 C/ Pallars 73, 1° 1a 

 E-08018 Barcelona 

 susanne.theune@stasociados.com 

 

Poland Book/Lab 

 ul. Sibeliusa 41 

 02-641 Warszawa 

 contact: Martyna Kowalewska  Martyna@literatura.com.pl 

 

Portugal and Brasil ST&A with Reynolds Literary 

 C/ Pallars 73, 1° 1a 

 E-08018 Barcelona 

 susanne.theune@stasociados.com 

 

Spain and Spanish Latin America ST&A with Albardonedo Agencia Literaria 

 C/ Pallars 73, 1° 1a 

 E-08018 Barcelona 

 susanne.theune@stasociados.com 

 

Turkey Kalem Agency 

 Moda Cad, Caferağa Mah. No:110/1  

 Kadıköy 34710, Istanbul 
  

 contact for fiction: Kardelen Genç  rights7@kalemagency.com 
  

 contact for non-fiction: Merve Diler  rights3@kalemagency.com 

 

UK/USA LBA Books 

 91 Great Russell Street 

 London 

 WC1B 3PS 
 

 contact: Luigi Bonomi  Luigi@lbabooks.com 

 

 

 

For any other country please contact us directly: 
  

 Literaturagentur Juliane Roderer 
 Seumestr. 5 

 D-81379 München 

 tel  +49 89 20019914 

 fax  +49 89 20019916 

 mobile +49 171 3227479 

 juliane.roderer@t-online.de 


