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THE MIRROR OF THE SOULS 
 
MARIO ESCOBAR 
 
EDICIONES B,  AUGUST 2020 
 
Historical Thriller 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The Beguines were communities of independent women that emerged in the 13th century in 
Flanders. These women lived in community, but they were not nuns, many of them widows 
or single women, they created closed cities in which men did not participate. 

 
Early 13th century. A young woman named Constance visits the city of Bruges’ beguinage with 
the intention of entering the community, despite the opposition of her parents Jean and 
Margarite, who want her to marry a rich merchant in Antwerp. Constance was in love with a 
poor carpenter and given the impossibility of her love she decides to try the city of the beguines. 
 
The girl is welcomed by the wide community of almost five hundred women who live freely, 
independent of men. She settles in the house of the Great Lady, in charge of directing the 
community, although all decisions are taken together, but a few days later she sends her with 
Sister Lucie, one of the founders of the community. 
 
A few days after settling in the house, Constance finds Lucie suffocated, choking on her own 
food. They all believe that it was an accident, but a few days later a young friend of Constance, 
named Anna, appears dead in the chapel with crystals stuck in her neck and face. The killer has 
been angry with her, tearing her breasts alive and then slaughtering her. 
 
The Great Lady calls the beguina Martha from Brussels, one of the smartest women in Flanders 
who had to visit the city for a meeting with a delegation of Franciscan monks and the nuncio of 
Pope John XXII, who seems very upset with the expansion of begging orders and beguines. The 
church itself has at that time a pope in Rome and another in Avignon. 
 



The woman, with the help of Constance, must find out who the murderer is before the ecclesiastical 
authorities, who wants to close the community. The members of the papal delegation and the Franciscans will 
meet in the Cathedral of San Salvador  The corpses continue to appear and the inquisitor Guillermo de Paris, 
who had already persecuted Margarite Porete for her controversial book The mirror of simple souls. The 
Franciscan Nicolás de Lira will help the two women before it is too late and all the beguinaries in Europe get 
closed. 
 
Mario Escobar Golderos (Madrid, Spain) has a degree in History, with an advanced studies diploma in Modern 
History. He has written numerous books and articles about the Inquisition, the Protestant Reformation, and 
religious sects. He is the director of the magazine Nueva Historia, in addition to being a contributing columnist 
in various publications. He has written more than 20 books and sold nearly a million copies worldwide. Most 
of his novels would be framed within the genre of historical thriller fiction, with themes commonly associated 
with the Church and the Second World War. The work of Mario Escobar is well documented with big doses of 
suspense and adventure. 
 
His sales both in Spain and Latinamerica are growing exponentially. The magazine Qué Leer has highlighted 
him as one of the most successful Spanish authors of 2016. His last  books have been published in HarperCollins 
Español two of them translated into English by HarperCollins as well though they their plans in English is to 
continue with him and they have already bought a third one, Recuérdame. His books have been translated to 
Chinese, Japanese, English, Russian, Portuguese, Danish, French, Italian, Czech, Polish, Bulgaria and Serbian. 
 
His first book translated  (Canción de Cuna in Auschwitz) is going very well worldwide, but specially in US 
(45.000  copies trade, 20000 ebook, 3000 audio so far), Poland (100.000 copies), Holand and Serbia.  He got 
the EMPIK AWARD in Poland for being a major bestseller in 2019. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                      
TITLE: THE LIBRARIAN OF SAINT 
MALO  
 
ORIGINAL TITLE: La Bibliotecaria 
de Saint Malo 
 
AUTHOR: MARIO ESCOBAR 
 
PUBLISHER: HARPERCOLLINS 
ESPAÑOL (JUNE 2021) 
 
FORMAT: 350 pp 
  
 
 

A beautiful and inspiring story of courage and hope. The story is based on true facts, but 
located in the incredible scenery of World War II. 

The Librarian of Saint-Malo is an extraordinary story about the ability to love and endure the 
hard trials of life without losing hope, but it is also the love story between Jean Louis and 

Justine, a French captain and a librarian. 
 
After the armistice of June 22, 1940, the Nazis occupy the town of Saint-Malo, France, and build 
their famous fortification to control northern Breton. Its inhabitants try to resist the new 
occupants: their ancestors were, after all, daring corsairs, but their attempts are futile before 
the implacable Colonel Andreas von Aulock, who stops all insurrection. The German colonel 
orders the burning of library after library in the city to eliminate all subversive writing following 
the guidelines of Otto's list. 
 
LA BIBLIOTECARIA DE SAINT-MALO tells the story of Jocelyn and Antoice Ferrec, a life full of love 
and literature. Jocelyn begins writing to thefamous writer Marcel Zola and they share their love 
for books. Little by little, a beautiful epistolary friendship develops in which Jocelyn tells her love 
story and the different misfortunes she is going through after the Nazi occupation of Saint-Malo. 
 
Mario Escobar Golderos (Madrid, Spain) has a degree in History, with an advanced studies 
diploma in Modern History. He has written more than 20 books and sold nearly a million copies 
worldwide. Most of his novels would be framed within the genre of historical thriller fiction, 
with themes commonly associated with the Church and the Second World War.  
 
His sales both in Spain and Latinamerica are growing exponentially. The magazine Qué Leer has 
highlighted him as one of the most successful Spanish authors of 2016. His books have been 
translated to Chinese, Japanese, English, Russian, Portuguese, Danish, French, Italian, Czech, 
Polish and Serbian. 
 
His first book translated  (Canción de Cuna in Auschwitz) is going very well worldwide, but 
specially in US (45.000  copies trade, 20000 ebook, 3000 audio so far), Poland (100.000 copies), 
Holand and Serbia.  He got the EMPIK AWARD in Poland for being a major bestseller in 2019 
 



                                      
 
 
TITLE: LA TRADUCTORA (THE 
TRANSLATOR) 
 
AUTHORS: JOSE GIL ROMERO & 
GORETTI IRISARRI 
 
PUBLISHER: HARPERCOLLINS IBÉRICA 
 
GENRE: Women’s Fiction /Historical 
Thriller 
 
PUBLICATION: Autumn 2021 
 

 
	

A story of adventure,  espionage and love around the famous meeting between Franco and 
Hitler in the Spanish/French border 

 
Elsa Braumann is a young translator of German books that lives in Madrid in 1940  taking care 
of her sister, convalescent of a natural abortion. 
 
One night the police showed up at the pension where they lived and they took Elsa to the 
Captaincy of Madrid. There she is required for a secret mission: she will act as an interpreter in 
the meeting that, within a month, Franco and Hitler will celebrate in Hendaye. 
 
Over the next few days, Elsa begins to intimate with Captain Bernal, chief of security of the 
operation, cultivated man and movie lover, like her. 
 
But someone kidnaps Elsa's sister. They force Elsa to steal some documents during the trip. She 
will have to do it when she accompanies Franco on the train that will take them to Hendaye. 
 
 
Jose Gil Romero (Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, 1971) and Goretti Irisarri (Vigo, 1974) form a 
creative tandem for more than twenty years. They created a successful team of film script, 
getting more than forty awards at various festivals. They have published Caen Estrellas Fugaces 
(Suma de Letras 2017), first volume of a trilogy that continues with El Mecanismo de los Secretos 
(2019) and La Ciudad Encerrada (2020) 
 
 

	



TITLE:	THE	MERCHANT	OF	
BOOKS	
	
AUTHOR:	LUIS	ZUECO	
	
GENRE:	Historical	Thriller		
	
PUBLISHER:	EDICIONES	B	
						(MARCH	2020)	
	
FORMAT:	512	pp.	
	
Rights	sold:	Italian,	
Portuguese	
	
5th		printing	(24000	copies	sold)	

	
	

 
ALL GREAT JOURNEY BEGINS ON BOOKS. 

 
There was a time where books changed the course of history, a time when new worlds were discovered, 
where immense empires were formed and reason made its way in front of the most sacred dogmas. 
 
Seville was the most prosperous city in Christendom, the wealth of America arrived at its port and the 
future of Europe was settled in its streets. Among its walls the first modern library was created, the first 
centre of Western knowledge and was made under the command of the son of Christopher Columbus. At 
that time many people thought that books were dangerous, that they could change people's minds, bring 
down religions and kingdoms. They were afraid of words and maybe they were right. 
 
1517, Thomas must flee Augsburg accused, by the powerful family of the Welsers, of a crime he has not 
committed, and leave his beloved Ursula there. He joins Massimiliano, a charlatan who makes a living 
traveling through Europe and telling the wonders that come from the New World. The Italian gives him 
his first book and Thomas begins his love for reading. 
They arrive in Antwerp and Thomas goes to work in the most booming business at that time, a printing 
press. There he has the opportunity to read every night the copies that are printed. He begins to attend 
secret meetings where he speaks freely of the new humanist ideas of Erasmus and religious of Luther. 
Then he goes to Spain, where he meets a book merchant.  Together they will travel to Seville, in search of 
a special book. The city has become the centre of the world since it is the only port where all the ships 
loaded with the wealth of America arrive. 
The book merchant and Thomas begin an investigation throughout Seville until they reach the palace of 
the son of Christopher Columbus. There they discover that he has created the largest library in the West, 
but the book merchant is killed. Thomas takes his place and continues the search for the book throughout 
Seville. At the same time, he must help Hernando Colón in a meeting between Spain and Portugal to share 
out the world and to demonstrate the usefulness of his library. 
The research is increasingly complicated because the most powerful printers in Spain get involved, the 
Crombergers. And Thomas begins to plan to take the first printing press of books to America. But only 
Spaniards can travel to the New World. 
Thomas will manage to embark towards the island of Hispaniola. There he discovers that Emperor Charles 
V has leased some land in the New World to the Welsers. He goes to meet him and discovers that Úrsula 
has also traveled with them and that he still loves him. So they must find a way to escape together.



	
 
 
 
TITLE: AN ASSASIN IN YOUR SHADOW 
 
ORIGINAL TITLE: UN ASESINO EN TU 
SOMBRA 
 
AUTHOR: ANA LENA RIVERA 
 
PUBLISHER: MAEVA NOIR (March 
2020) 
 
Thriller 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Second title of the saga of Gracia Sebastian.  The first one got the 2017 Torrente Ballester Award 

and the second was Top 10 of Thrillers in the bestseller list of La Casa del Libro  .
	
Gracia San Sebastián, a financial fraud investigator, is involved in the disappearance of a young psychologist, 
Imelda Alborán, whom they find a few days later beheaded on the train tracks. The husband, a police man and 
the main suspect in the investigation, asks Gracia for help to discover his wife's killer when it was discovered 
at the autopsy that Imelda was pregnant from her lover, Pelayo Granda, a middle-aged businessman, who 
runs business of luxury prostitution. 
 
Together with his friend Rafa Miralles, police commissioner of Oviedo, he will begin an investigation that will 
lead them to hunt a murderer in different capitals of Europe. 
 
At the same time, Grace's life is falling apart. The relationship with Jorge, her husband, goes through a critical 
moment. They have been separated for three months and he is about to move to New York. Also her 
reputation as a researcher is questioned after bringing an officer with multiple sclerosis to trial accusing him 
of faking his illness to compete in the most extreme form of triathlon: the Ironman. Grace, convinced that 
something does not fit the official's story, tries to repair her mistake. 
 
Ana Lena Rivera: after twenty years as a director in a big multinational corporation she changed business for 
her great passion, writing when her son Alejandro. Gracia San Sebastián was born, the principal investigator 
of her detective novel series, was created at the same time. Her first book, Lo Que Callan los Muertos, got the 
2017 Torrente Ballester Award and was published by Maeva, that is also publishing the third book of the series, 
Los Muertos no Saben Nadar in March 2021 
 

 



                                      
TITLE: A BUDDHA AT WORK  
Buddhist Wisdom applied to Business 
of XXI Century 
 
ORIGINAL TITLE: Un Buda en la Oficina 
 
AUTHOR: Alfonso Corral Membrive 
 
PUBLISHER: Obelisco (June 2020) 
 
FORMAT: 304 pp 

 
 
 
 

 
2500 years ago, the Buddha devised a complete personal development program and called it the Noble 
Eightfold Path. By following it, you become a wiser, more empathic, and happier person. This book proposes 
its application to the business world, based on the author's own experience. In the first part of this book, a 
sufficient vision of the principles of the Dharma is offered, focusing on everything that may be of benefit to 
the reader in his professional development. After the definition of each concept there is a translation to the 
world of the current corporations, thus, the Buddha's teachings are 'landing' in the professional reality of the 
reader. In a second block, the eight paths of the Noble Eightfold Path are analyzed, considering what they have 
to say to solve the professional's real problems. The Path offers, in each of its 'branches', a set of reflections 
and analysis, as well as a series of proposals and tools. The objective of this work is to show the current 
professional that there is another way of doing things different from the one taught in business schools. That 
through a series of trainings and practices one can be an affectionate, equanimous and optimistic professional, 
as well as efficient. Following this path contributes to making the company a place of happy meeting between 
people, where they can find fulfillment and growth while reaching their goals. And, thanks to that, finally, this 
world can be made a better place. At the end of this path, taking advantage of the work done by thousands of 
Buddhist teachers over twenty-five centuries, the reader will have done an enriching work of reflection and 
analysis, will have a broad knowledge of Buddhist proposals for the current professional, and a series of tools 
that you can use in your own professional environment. 
 
Alfonso Corral Membrive (1971) has a degree in Law from the University of Barcelona, as well as a PDD from 
the IESE of the University of Navarra and a postgraduate degree in neurolinguistic programming from the 
University of Barcelona. He was the commercial director of the largest real estate company in Europe, Fincas 
Corral, managing more than 360 points of sale in six countries. After he joined the Professional Group 
Conversia as CEO. In addition, he has taught business management classes at the Ramon Llull University. 
Concerned about spiritual development, he has studied theology at the Higher Institute of Religious Sciences 
of Barcelona and has been certified in the Buddhist studies program of the Soto Zen Buddhist community in 
Spain.



 
                                      

TITLE: LIFE STANDING AND MOVING 
The basis for achieving physical and 
mental mobility 
 
ORIGINAL TITLE: LA VIDA DE PIE Y EN 
MOVIMIENTO 
 
AUTHOR: Mónica Coccoz 
 
PUBLISHER: Obelisco (November 2020) 
 
FORMAT: Fully illustrated 
 
  

 
If you spend many hours sitting per day and want to improve your health and fitness, this book 

can help you 
Basic manual of ergonomics and active life for all people who work with computers (office and home) 

 
The human body is a dynamic design thought for activity. In this activity our biology finds its meaning. The 
evolution of humans is linked to the need to nourish themselves and this forced them to move continuously 
to hunt and develop their motor activities. In modern societies, technologies have made it possible for 
machines to help us to moderate, even avoid, physical effort and in this way the consequences of an 
increasingly sedentary life and an over-processed diet are beginning to become evident. 
 
It is the time to think about a life in which we dedicate a space a day, even at work, to physical exercise that 
helps the body recover its motor essences that lead us to a fuller and healthier existence. "The active lifestyle" 
that integrates physical activity into activities of daily life is Mónica Coccoz's plan: spend more time on your 
feet, regular physical activity, walk and eat like our grandparents, avoiding highly elaborated foods with large 
doses of salts, sugars and preservatives. 
 
"It is about creating and building your own lifestyle step by step and maintaining it every day" starting by not 
setting big goals, but introducing the simple walk, walking daily including that exercise in the work space with 
a simple "be more standing time. " 
 
An eminently practical manual full of illustrations made by the author. 
 
Dr. Mónica Coccoz is a specialist in Sports Medicine, currently working at Telecom Argentina, in the 
Ergonomics team of the company's Health, Occupational Safety and Environment area. She also collaborates 
with other companies such as Arcor (training for doctors and nurses in healthy life modules), Carrefour 
Argentina (integrated ergonomics program), Apsot Organización Techint (health content on the intranet). He 
has also been collaborating for 20 years with large companies in the development of Ergonomics and Health 
Promotion Programs, companies such as Nestlé Argentina, Dupont Argentina, Bayer Argentina, Alcon 
Argentina, Visa Argentina, Conuar. 
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TITLE: WHAT THE DEAD DON’T SAY 
 
ORIGINAL TITLE: LO QUE CALLAN LOS 
MUERTOS 
 
AUTHOR: ANA LENA RIVERA 
 
PUBLISHER: MAEVA (February 2019) 
 
FORMAT: 370 pp 
 
 
 

 
 

	 	
	

2017	TORRENTE	BALLESTER	FOR	FICTION,	EX	AEQUO		
	
Gracia	San	Sebastián	investigates	the	case	of	Don	Marcelo	Pravia,	an	elderly	man	of	
one	hundred	and	twelve	years	old,	a	 former	soldier	 from	Franco,	who	receives	a	
substantial	retirement	pension.	Don	Marcelo	has	not	been	seen	by	any	doctor	in	the	
last	 three	 decades	 and	 for	 a	 few	 years	 he	 has	 gone	 online	 banking.	 Everything	
indicates	 that	someone	has	been	 improperly	receiving	their	pension	 for	30	years	
and	knows	how	to	hide	well.	
	
During	the	investigation,	a	neighbor	of	her	mother,	known	in	the	community	as	La	
Impugnada,	throws	herself	from	the	window	of	her	sixth-floor	kitchen	with	a	note	
on	her	skirt	addressed	to	the	doorman.	
	
Gracia,	who	seeks	refuge	in	her	hometown	on	the	banks	of	the	sea	in	the	north	of	
Spain,			running	away	from	her	former	life	as	a		financial	executive	in	New	York	
after	the	death	of	Martin,	her	three	year	old	son,	will	be	involved	in	an	intriguing	
family	story	full	of	unspeakable	secrets.
	
This	will	 be	 the	 first	 book	 of	 a	 series	with	 the	 same	main	 character,	 Gracia	 San	
Sebastian.	Maeva	already	bought	the		rights	of	the	second	and	third		book.	

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



TITLE: REMEMBER ME 

ORIGINAL TITLE: RECUÉRDAME 

AUTHOR: MARIO ESCOBAR 

PUBLISHER: HARPERCOLLINS ESPAÑOL 
(October 2019) 

FORMAT: 368 pp 

Rights sold: English (HarperCollins) Portugal 
(HarperCollins)  

WINNER OF THE SECOND PRIZE OF THE INTERNATIONAL LATINO BOOK AWARD FOR HISTORICAL FICTION

An exciting novel, tremendously human and real, describes the adventures of a group of children on a 
boat until their arrival in Mexico. The help of President General Cárdenas del Río to Republican children. 
Remember me may seem a novel of losers who had to leave everything to flee, but it is primarily a tribute 

to the exiles of all wars and those who have lost their homeland for the barbarism of war. 

Marco, Isabel and Ana live in Madrid, it is the year 1937 and despite the arrival of spring, the city 
suffers continuous bombings and is about to surrender to the troops of General Franco. The parents of the 
children are torn between the doubt of taking their children out of the city or keeping the family together. 
Francisco, the father of the children, learns that President Manuel Azaña is organizing the departure of 
almost 500 children from the country. The Ibero-American Committee to help the children of the Spain, 
wants to take the children out through Bordeaux, although it is difficult for them to find the right boat. 
Marcelo, one of the men to organize the project, will try to get a French ship, so that the it is not captured.  
In the end he manages to convince the captain of Mexica. After a hazardous trip to Bordeaux,  the arrival 
to Veracruz is quite an event. President Cárdenas and thousands of citizens are going to receive the group 
of children frightened and weakened by the war and the trip. 
The Mexican government has prepared a school for them, although their intention is to create a home in 
Morelia, which is an educational model for the whole country. Neither the trip nor the stay in the country will 
be easy, many dangers lie in wait for them and the Franco’s government wants to take them back to Spain. 



 
	
	
	
TITLE:	THE	MONASTERY	
	
AUTHOR:	LUIS	ZUECO	
	
GENRE:	Historical	Thriller		
	
PUBLISHER:	EDICIONES	B	
						(May	2018)	
	
FORMAT:	512	pp.	
	
Rights	sold:	Poland,	Italy,	
Portugal	 	

 
A novel of intrigue between the walls of one of the most impressive 

medieval monasteries of Spain. 
 
Following the success of EL CASTILLO (Ediciones B, 2015) with fifteen editions until so far (30.000 
copies sold in trade edition plus 14.000 in club edition) and LA CIUDAD (19.500 copies sold in 
trade edition plus 13.000 in club edition) El Monasterio (16.500 copies in trade edition) ,  Luis 
Zueco continues with his epic medieval trilogy with a fast paced historic thriller, EL 
MONASTERIO.  
 
Luis Zueco is one of the Spanish authors with more best seller potential of the moment. Great 
story teller, great creator of intriguing plots and accessible for all publics. Excellent 
communicator. Pure escape entertaining fiction, with which you can enjoy learning. 
 
For the readers of The girl on the train for its addiction to the plot, The pillars of the earth for 
its magnificent setting, and The hunger games for the psychological dilemma in which the 
characters come across. 
 
The Monastery of Santa María de Veruela, the first foundation of the Císter in the Kingdom of 
Aragon, was built on a unique mountain of more than two thousand meters over the river Ebro: 
the Moncayo. This exciting thriller takes place between its walls, which housed much more than 
a church and a cloister. It was a real city where weapons, tools, clothes, footwear and wine were 
produced, land was ploughed, animals were raised and mines exploited. The monastery 
soughted to be a celestial city, but men lived in it. And with them, the ambition of power, envy, 
thirst for revenge, love, sex, betrayal ... And murders. 
 
In the fourteenth century the area is the scene of a bloody war between the crowns of Castile 
and Aragon, and there arrives young Bizén with a mission to fulfill: recover the remains that lie 
in one of his tombs, something to which the abbot refuses for mysterious reasons. 



 
But when one of the brothers of the abbey is murdered in mysterious and violent circumstances, 
Bizén will be involved in an intrigue of dangerous ramifications. And you should concentrate on 
finding the culprit if you do not want your own secret to be discovered. 
 
 
LUIS ZUECO: Novelist, historian, researcher and photographer. Successful writer  specially with 
his last book El Castillo (Ediciones B 2015). At present he is Managing Director of the Castillo de 
Grisel, a medieval castle turned into a hotel. He is an industrial engineer and a historian, he is 
also member of the Spanish Association of Friends of Castles and collaborates as an expertise in 
heritage and culture in several  media. Its novel El Escalón 33 obtained the honourable mention 
at the International Award of Historical Novel of  Zaragoza in 2012 in Zaragoza. It also obtained 
the award to the best historical thriller in 2012 at I Certamen de Novela Histórica de Úbeda, the 
first competition of historic novel in Úbeda. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Historical thrillers of great success published by Ediciones B (Penguin Random House)  

 
Sold Polish rights of the trilogy. El Monasterio has been published in Italy by 

Newton Compton and El Castillo in Portugal by  Alma dos Livros 



 
 
                                      

 
TITLE: FEROX 
YOU WILL BE A LEYEND 
 
AUTHOR: OLIVIA STERLING 
 
PUBLISHER: EDICIONES B 
 
FORMAT: 432 pp 
 
Crossover adventure/historical fiction 
 
 

 
	

In the dawn of the year 1000: while half of humanity lives under hunger and misery, the other half 
awaits with fear the arrival of the end of the world. 
 
The young Micaela and her father have spent their lives isolated in the clearing of a forest, hiding 
from the murderers who look after her. The curious and wild Micaela barely knows anything of what 
happens beyond her small universe. 
 
One morning the fears of her father come true: in the clearing there is a one-eyed man who comes 
to take the girl away. Micaela is forced to flee. Thus begins a journey full of dangers through a 
medieval time subject to the law of the strongest, which will lead her to find fear, betrayal and death, 
but also love. Her destiny: discover the truth about her origin; a truth that is saved by a mythical 
community of free women that survives hidden in a secret place, the Beach of the Men of Stone. 
 
It happened at the dawn of the year 1000: on this journey full of adventures and discoveries, the 
young savage who barely knew anything of the world became a legend. 
	
Olivia Sterling has an English father and a Spanish mother. She spent her childhood and adolescence 
travelling in all parts of the world. She studied Philosophy, History and Anthropology. Two years ago 
she retired to write in a house near a cliff on the Atlantic. There "Ferox" was created. 
 
Olivia Sterling is the discovery of the season. Her agile narrative and ability to create environments 
break all conventions related to the historical novel. 
 
 
 

                                       



TITLE: EYES WITH A LOT OF NIGHT 
 
ORIGINAL TITLE: LOS OJOS CON 
MUCHA NOCHE 
 
AUTHOR: EMILIO CALDERÓN 
 
PUBLISHER: ALGAIDA EDITORIAL 
 
FORMAT: 370 pp 
 

	
	
	

	
	

Ernesto	Bocanegra	 is	an	old	man	whose	alcoholism	and	bad	 life	has	 lead	him	to	be	 in	a	
wheelchair,	 but	 that	 doesn’t	 stop	 him	 from	 marrying	 a	 beautiful	 woman,	 Julia,	 former	
prostitute	and	also	lover	of	his	sons.	
	
Ernesto	emigrated	as	a	young	man	to	Argentina	where	he	made	his	fortune	in	an	unclear	
way	and	then	returned	to	Spain.	His	eldest	son,	Beltrán	Bocanegra	is	editor	and	is	totally	
infatuated	 with	 Julia,	 but	 not	 knowing	 that	 his	 younger	 brother,	 whom	 he	 considers	 a	
puppet	whom	he	dominates	at	his	will,	is	also	lover	of	his	father's	wife.	
	
Beltran	seeks	a	way	to	eliminate	his	father	to	control	the	family’s	fortune	and	thus	be	the	
master	of	his	stepmother.	But	he	then	starts	receiving	emails	from	someone	who	claims	to	
also	be	his	brother,	an	unrecognized	son	that	Ernesto	Bocanegra	had	in	Argentina	and	that	
threatens	to	take	revenge	and	keep	everything	they	have.	
	
Little	by	little	in	this	epistolary	relationship,	the	'Argentine	brother'	is	narrating	the	life	of	
Ernesto	Bocanegra	in	the	Argentina	of	the	military	dictatorship	and	his	participation	in	it.	
All	 this	will	provoke	 a	plot	 of	 crime	and	desire	 for	wealth,	where	betrayal	 is	 a	 common	
currency	and	nobody	 is	exactly	who	they	say	 they	are	or	 even	who	they	 think	 they	are,	
leading	us	to	a	truly	shocking	end.	
	
Emilio	 Calderón	 (Málaga,	 1960),	 is	 a	 historian,	 editor	 and	writer.	 For	 ten	 years,	 he	was	
devoted	exclusively	to	children's	literature	and	published	notable	successes	with	about	a	
hundred	reprints	of	his	work.	His	first	novel	for	adults,	The	Creator's	Map	(Editorial	Roca),	
was	 published	 in	 2006,	 and	 immediately	 became	 an	 international	 success	 and	 was	
published	in	twenty-three	countries.	In	2007	he	published	The	Secret	of	Porcelain	(Editorial	
Roca),	 and	 in	 June	 2008	 The	 Jewish	 of	 Shanghai	 (XIII	 fiction	 award	 Fernando	 Lara,	
Planeta)	In	October	2009,	he	was	a	finalist	prize	for	the	Planeta	Award	with	La	Bailarina	
y	el	Ingles.	In	2011	he	published	the	last	part	of	the	'Asian	trilogy',	Los	sauces	de	Hiroshima	
(Editorial	Planeta),	Círculos	(Editorial	Stella	Maris,	2015),	has	been	his	last	novel.	
	
On	January	14,	2016	he	won	the	2nd	Stella	Maris	Biography	and	Memories	Award,	with	
a	biography	of	Vicente		Aleixandre,	the	poet	and	Nobel	Prize	of	Literature.
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2017	TORRENTE	BALLESTER	FOR	FICTION,	EX	AEQUO		
	
Claude	Dufour,	French	explorer,	receives	astonished	a	letter	from	his	friend,	Julien	de	Marivaux,	
who	 had	died	 thirteen	 years	 before,	 in	1724,	 after	 the	 expedition	 to	 the	 Canary	 Islands	 that	
placed	the	Meridian	of	Origin	and	that	measured	for	the	first	time	the	volcan	Teide.		With	this	
letter	all	 the	 secrets	 that	united	 them	 to	Emilia,	 the	young	Canary	woman	who	centered	 the	
desires	of	both	young	people,	were	awakened.	
	
“From	the	first	to	the	last	page,	The	Angle	of	the	Mist	is	a	well	written	novel	that	takes	us	to	the	
remote	Canary	Islands	of	the	18th	century	to	tell	us	a	story	based	on	real	events:	the	expedition		
of	Louis	Feuillée	to	measure	for	the	first	time	the	height	of	the	Teide.	But	behind	this	adventure,	
that	involves	real	and	imaginary	characters,	Fátima	Martín,	with	an	elegant	and	precise	prose,	
tells	us	about	another	adventure,	perhaps	even	more	 complex	 than	 the	 first	one:	what	 to	do	
when	human	passions	run	wild	and	we	have	to	face	-	like	the	characters	in	the	story	-	their	most	
unexpected	consequences.”				Jorge	Eduardo	Benavides.	
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The	filmmaker	and	novelist	Elio	Quiroga,	recent	winner	of	the	Minotauro	Award	among	
other	awards,	constructs	an	addictive	psychological	thriller	with	characters	full	of	

secrets	that	even	they	themselves	do	not	know	at	all.	
	
Sonia	and	Juan	are	two	newly	married	physicists	who	go	to	the	modern	telescope	facilities	of	
Roque	 de	 los	 Muchachos,	 on	 the	 Canary	 Island	 of	 La	 Palma,	 to	 carry	 out	 an	 important	
investigation.	 	 Soon	Sonia	will	 find	herself	 in	a	disturbing	 situation	when	her	husband	starts	
talking	 in	 dreams,	with	 a	 voice	 completely	 different	 from	 his	 own.	 As	 the	 days	 passes,	 that	
personality,	who	calls	himself	Robert,	takes	over	Juan,	and	Sonia	begins	to	feel	attracted	to	him.		
Isolated	in	a	steep	place,	with	no	internet	connection	or	the	possibility	of	using	the	mobile	phone,	
Sonia	and	Juan	(and	Robert)	will	enter	an	increasingly	crazy	and	dangerous	spiral.		
	
A	surprising	scenario	An	exciting	scientific	intrigue.	A	high	voltage	psychological	plot.	

 
Elio Quiroga is a film director, producer and screenwriter (he has directed feature films such as "Fotos" -winner 
of the Best Screenplay and a Special Mention of the Jury in Sitges and Quentin Tarantino's favorite-, "The Cold 
Hour", "No-Do", and the documentary "The Mystery of the King of Kinema" - Special Jury Mention at the Gijón 
Film Festival). He is currently in the production phase with his latest film, La Estrategia del Pekinés.    
 
He has published novels such as the zombie satire "The Awakening" with Timun Mas, the action and fantasy 
thriller "The Codices of the Apocalypse", with Tyrannosaurus Books, and "Idyll", Dolmen Editorial. He received 
the New Canary Islands Award for the poetry book "Attica" and the Second Prize for the Everis Essay Award 
for "The Matter of Dreams". In 2015 he won the Novel Minotaur Prize for "Los que sueñan" (Ediciones 
Minotauro, Planeta group). 
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An X Files in Madrid of the XIX  century 
 

“Those meetings around a table to attract the dead have become fashionable among the boring 
aristocracy. It is said that Queen Elisabeth  herseslf is keen on them. It is rumored in some clique 
that the reason of her absence here tonight it is because one of her many lovers has called on 
her. There is a great variety of spiritualists sessions: rotary tables, of fortune telling, dancing 
tables, floating ones... But none of them are as interesting as those sessions done by the Divine 
Elisa. 

 
It all starts with a strange storm; the sky seems to be falling apart. But this is only the first of a 
series of extraordinary events. Throughout two intense days of September 1859, two opposite 
characters undertake the investigation: an unsociable cynical man, clung on to reason, former 
researcher of false miracles who doesn’t believe in anything anymore; and a young fortune teller, 
who can sense what reason denies, but lives in fear by disturbing visions. 

 
Their adventure will guide them into hell, the city below, criss-crossed with secret passages; 
and also to the skies, over the slippery roofs. Together they will travel around this nineteenth 
century that battles between faith and science, light and darkness; there where the monsters 
stalk a singular beauty that shines along with evil. 

 
An oil lamp in the gloom, spiritualists sessions, secret societies and ladies with firm steps, 
weakened heroes. Jose Gil Romero and Goretti Irisarri have both built in this novel a solid 
mechanism of mysteries and suspense.  Thanks to intriguing atmospheric creations and the 
use of cinematographic resources the reading catches the reader attention to convert him 
into the spectator of a extraordinarily thrilling story. 
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Seating in the darkness of the confessional, Father Martín listens to his death sentence 
from the mouth of a stranger. He feels skeptical to the idea of a killer openly announcing 
him that he is going to kill him, but when a mutilated dead body is found in the same 
neighborhood of San José´s church, the priest starts to think that the warning of the 
future that awaits him is true.   
 
The priest is unable to speak due to the confessional secret, so he can´t tell the police. 
He starts a desperate search after the identity of the killer and the reason behind his 
threat. In his desperate journey he will meet Jesús Arteaga, the police inspector that is 
investigating the murder. While the investigation is advancing without clues, the killer 
strikes again, turning the priest in his next victim and also making him the suspect of the 
crimes. Trapped between justice and the man that whispered his death at the 
confessional, the priest will be wrapped on a spiral of violence and intrigue on which his 
life and soul will depend.  
 
 
Salvador Felip (Madrid, 1971) is an aeronautical engineer with a degree from 
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid. Actually he writes and also works as a consultant in 
informatics security. His first novel El Ocaso de Bizancio (2008, Ediciones B) shows his 
interest on the forgotten east roman empire, which remains in his second novel El Sueño 
de Justiniano (2010, Ediciones B). After participating in the II price for historical novels 
from Hislibris, his work La Historia Secreta has been included in the book I y II Concurso 
de Relato Histórico Hislibris (2010, Evohé)  
 
 
 



 


