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TITLE:	THE	SURGEON	OF	
SOULS	

AUTHOR:	LUIS	ZUECO	

GENRE:	Historical	Thriller	

PUBLISHER:	EDICIONES	B	

	(September	2021)
 
2nd printing in 

less than a week

A YOUNG SURGEON THIRSTY FOR KNOWLEDGE 
 A TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO DEDICATE TO SAVE THE LIVES OF OTHERS 

Barcelona, 1797. Bruno Urdaneta is only twelve years old when he comes to the city to work as an apprentice 
to his uncle Alonso, a veteran and moody surgeon who will soon realize that his disciple possesses a very 
special gift. 

In a turbulent moment in which the ideals of The Enlightenment spread throughout Europe and the shadow 
of Napoléon looms over Spain, the young protagonist will embody the birth of the figure of the modern doctor, 
one who saves lives because he studies the patient's body, cares for him with his own hands and understands 
his soul.  

The trace of an old family secret will take Bruno from Barcelona to Madrid - where he will study at the newly 
created College of Surgery - and finally to Cádiz, whose streets, during the War of Independence, have been 
transformed into an immense battlefield. Death stalks a people that has become the army of an entire country. 
Can a doctor change the course of history? In times of darkness and prejudices, Bruno risks his life to save the 
lives of others. 

Luis Zueco (Borja, Zaragoza, 1979) is director of the Grisel and Bulbuente Castles, two fortresses restored and 
enabled as charming accommodation and as venue for events. In addition, he is an industrial engineer, with a 
degree in History and a master's degree in Artistic and Historical Research, a member of the Spanish 
Association of Friends of Castles and a collaborator, as an expert in heritage and culture, in various media. 

He has achieved international critical and success with his fascinating Medieval Trilogy: The Castle, The City 
and The Monastery, three novels that take us through addictive plots of intrigue set in the most important 
architectural settings of medieval times. His later novel, The Merchant of Books (2020), has established him 
as one of the most important historical novelists in our country. The Surgeon of Souls is his latest novel 



TITLE: THE TEACHER  

ORIGINAL TITLE: El Maestro 

AUTHOR: MARIO ESCOBAR 

PUBLISHER: HARPERCOLLINS ESPAÑOL 
(October 2021)  

FORMAT: 352 pp 

RIGHTS SOLD: English, Polish 

GENRE: Historical Fiction

Masterfully combining fiction with historical data, Mario Escobar places the reader in 
the terrible situation of Polish Jews and their struggle for survival in the Warsaw 

Ghetto. 

Warsaw, 1939 

Agnieszka Ignaciuk and her son, Henryk, arrive at the Korczak orphanage shortly before the 
outbreak of World War II. There, they meet and witness the life and work of Janusz Korczak, 
the heroic teacher and author who dedicates his life to Polish orphans. While the Nazi 
occupiers reduce and lock up the Jewish population, a group will be willing to help them 
survive in the Warsaw Ghetto. But time is running against them, and the Nazis plan to destroy 
the Ghetto and get rid of its more than half a million inhabitants. 

All their names will not appear in the history books, but these events resonate in our minds 
and we must not forget them. The teacher, more than one based on the true story of the man 
who ran two orphanages and inspired the 1959 Declaration of Children's Rights, is living 
testimony that the actions of one man can change the world forever. 

MARIO ESCOBAR, novelist, historian and regular contributor to National Geographic 
Historia, has dedicated his life to researching great human conflicts. His books have been 
translated into fifteen languages. It has more than two million readers in the world, was the 
winner of the Empik Prize 2020 and the finalist of the International Latino Book Prize 2020. 



TITLE: THE LIBRARIAN OF SAINT MALO 

AUTHOR: MARIO ESCOBAR 

PUBLISHER: HARPERCOLLINS ESPAÑOL 
(November 2020) 

RIGHTS SOLD:  
Polish (Kobiece) 
 Portuguese (HaperCollins) 
Italian (Newton Compton) 
Lithuanian: (Tyto Alba) 
English (HarperCollins) 
Hungarian (Hungars) 
Bulgaria (Ciela) 
Holand (Mozaïek) 

FORMAT: 350 pp 

Through letters with a famous author, one French librarian tells her love story and describes 
the brutal Nazi occupation of her small coastal village. 

Saint-Malo, France: August 1939. Jocelyn and Antoine are childhood sweethearts, but just after 
they marry, Antoine is called up to fight against Germany. As the war rages, Jocelyn focuses on 
comforting and encouraging the local population by recommending books from her beloved 
library in Saint-Malo. She herself finds hope in her letters to a famous author. 

 After the French capitulation, the Nazis occupy the town and turn it into a fortress to control 
the north of French Brittany. Residents try passive resistance, but the German commander 
ruthlessly purges part of the city's libraries to destroy any potentially subversive writings. At 
great risk to herself, Jocelyn manages to hide some of the books while waiting to receive news 
from Antoine, who has been taken to a German prison camp. 

What unfolds in her letters is Jocelyn's description of her mission: to protect the people of Saint-
Malo and the books they hold so dear. With prose both sweeping and romantic, Mario Escobar 
brings to life the occupied city and re-creates the history of those who sacrificed all to care for 
the people they loved. 
. 
Mario Escobar Golderos (Madrid, Spain) has a degree in History, with an advanced studies 
diploma in Modern History. He has written more than 20 books and sold nearly a million copies 
worldwide.  
His sales both in Spain and Latinamerica are growing exponentially. The magazine Qué Leer has 
highlighted him as one of the most successful Spanish authors of 2016. His books have been 
translated to Chinese, Japanese, English, Russian, Portuguese, Danish, French, Italian, Czech, 
Polish and Serbian. 

His first book translated  (Canción de Cuna in Auschwitz) is going very well worldwide, but 
specially in US (45.000  copies trade, 20000 ebook, 3000 audio so far), Poland (100.000 copies), 
Holand and Serbia.  He got the EMPIK AWARD in Poland for being a major bestseller in 2019 



TITLE: LA TRADUCTORA (THE 
TRANSLATOR) 

AUTHORS: JOSE GIL ROMERO & 
GORETTI IRISARRI 

PUBLISHER: HARPERCOLLINS IBÉRICA 

GENRE: Historical Thriller 

PUBLICATION: September 2021 

2nd printing in less than a month

A story of adventure,  espionage and love around the famous meeting between Franco and 
Hitler in the Spanish/French border 

Elsa Braumann is a young translator of German books that lives in Madrid in 1940  taking care 
of her sister, convalescent of a natural abortion. 

One night the police showed up at the pension where they lived and they took Elsa to the 
Captaincy of Madrid. There she is required for a secret mission: she will act as an interpreter in 
the meeting that, within a month, Franco and Hitler will celebrate in Hendaye. 

Over the next few days, Elsa begins to become intimate with Captain Bernal, chief of security of 
the operation, cultivated man and movie lover, like her. 

But someone kidnaps Elsa's sister and threaten her to get involved in a counterintelligence 
operation: she will have three minutes to steal certain documents from Franco on the train that 
will take them to Hendaye. 

The future of the Second World War is now in the fragile hands of Elsa Braumann, those who 
are about to betray the man with whom she is falling in love. 

Jose Gil Romero (Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, 1971) and Goretti Irisarri (Vigo, 1974) form a 
creative tandem for more than twenty years. They created a successful team of film script, 
getting more than forty awards at various festivals. They have published Caen Estrellas Fugaces 
(Suma de Letras 2017), first volume of a trilogy that continues with El Mecanismo de los Secretos 
(2019) and La Ciudad Encerrada (2020) 



TITLE:	THE	MERCHANT	OF	BOOKS	

AUTHOR:	LUIS	ZUECO	

GENRE:	Historical	Thriller		

PUBLISHER:	EDICIONES	B	
						(MARCH	2020)	

FORMAT:	512	pp.	

Rights	sold:	Italian,	Portuguese	

7th		printing	(47150	copies	sold)	

ALL GREAT JOURNEY BEGINS ON BOOKS. 

Cartagena Award of the best historical novel published in 2020

There was a time where books changed the course of history, a time when new worlds were discovered, where immense 
empires were formed and reason made its way in front of the most sacred dogmas. 

Seville was the most prosperous city in Christendom, the wealth of America arrived at its port and the future of Europe 
was settled in its streets. Among its walls the first modern library was created, the first centre of Western knowledge and 
was made under the command of the son of Christopher Columbus. At that time many people thought that books were 
dangerous, that they could change people's minds, bring down religions and kingdoms. They were afraid of words and 
maybe they were right. 

1517, Thomas must flee Augsburg accused, by the powerful family of the Welsers, of a crime he has not committed, and 
leave his beloved Ursula there. He joins Massimiliano, a charlatan who makes a living traveling through Europe and telling 
the wonders that come from the New World. The Italian gives him his first book and Thomas begins his love for reading. 
They arrive in Antwerp and Thomas goes to work in the most booming business at that time, a printing press. There he 
has the opportunity to read every night the copies that are printed. He begins to attend secret meetings where he speaks 
freely of the new humanist ideas of Erasmus and religious of Luther. 
Then he goes to Spain, where he meets a book merchant.  Together they will travel to Seville, in search of a special book. 
The city has become the centre of the world since it is the only port where all the ships loaded with the wealth of America 
arrive. 
The book merchant and Thomas begin an investigation throughout Seville until they reach the palace of the son of 
Christopher Columbus. There they discover that he has created the largest library in the West, but the book merchant is 
killed. Thomas takes his place and continues the search for the book throughout Seville. At the same time, he must help 
Hernando Colón in a meeting between Spain and Portugal to share out the world and to demonstrate the usefulness of 
his library. 
The research is increasingly complicated because the most powerful printers in Spain get involved, the Crombergers. And 
Thomas begins to plan to take the first printing press of books to America. But only Spaniards can travel to the New 
World. 
Thomas will manage to embark towards the island of Hispaniola. There he discovers that Emperor Charles V has leased 
some land in the New World to the Welsers. He goes to meet him and discovers that Úrsula has also traveled with them 
and that he still loves him. So they must find a way to escape together. 



TITLE: THE DEAD DON’T KNOW HOW 
TO SWIM 

ORIGINAL TITLE: LOS MUERTOS NO 
SABEN NADAR 

AUTHOR: ANA LENA RIVERA 

PUBLISHER: MAEVA NOIR (March 
2021) 

3rd printing

Gracia	San	Sebastián,	a	financial	fraud	investigator	for	the	Government,	debuts	as	a	police	
collaborator	 with	 the	 task	 of	 investigating	 InverOriental,	 an	 international	 real	 estate	
investment	company,	for	an	alleged	pyramid	scam.	The	case	has	media	coverage	when	the	
arm	 of	 the	 financial	 director	 and	main	 suspect	 in	 the	 fraud	 appears	 dismembered	 and	
hidden	in	the	wall	of	San	Lorenzo	beach	in	Gijón.	
A	few	days	later,	they	find	the	mutilated	body	with	apparent	signs	of	torture.	The	corpse	has	
been	dressed	postmortem	and	carefully	laid	down	inside	the	boat	of	some	well-known	Gijón	
business	people,	parents	of	Arantza	Brione,	a	teenager	who	died	runned	over	by	a	car	a	few	
months	ago	without	the	police	finding	the	culprit.	
Gracia	must	unravel	a	complex	network	of	money	laundering	at	the	service	of	the	Romanian	
mafias.	At	the	same	time,	she	 tries	 to	rebuild	her	personal	 life,	but	her	new	relationship	
suffers	 when	 her	 ex-husband	 returns	 from	 New	 York	 to	 settle	 the	 ownership	 of	 their	
company.	

Ana Lena Rivera: after twenty years as a director in a big multinational corporation, she changed 
business for her great passion, writing. She then created the character of ther books, Gracia San 
Sebastián, the principal investigator of her detective novel series, who has been claimed by the 
critics as one of the ten most important femenine characters of crime novel of Spanish literature. 

The first novel with Gracia San Sebastián as the main character, Lo Que Callan los Muertos, 
received the 2017 Torrente Ballester Award, followed by Un asesino en tu Sombra, and this is 
the third one. They are all stand alone



 

 

 
 
TITLE: JUSTICE 
 
AUTHOR: JAVIER DIEZ CARMONA 
 
GENRE: Thriller  
 
PUBLISHER: GRIJALBO  
      (JUNE 2021) 
 
FORMAT: 462 pp. 

	
 

 
 

WHAT DOES JUSTICE REALLY MEAN?
 
Bilbao, November 2014.  Four people are murdered within a few days of each other:  Camilo, a 

young Cuban married to a girl from Bilbao; Rosa, about to retire from her lifelong job at a 

bank; José María Martínez, a businessman: and Esther Delgado, the CEO of a company holding 

founded by her father.  There is nothing to connect the murders directly but Osmany, Camilo’s 

father and an ex-captain of the Cuban army, saw Rosa being killed and he knows it was not a 

simple case of a mugging gone wrong, as the police have said.   

 An unknown anti-capitalist revolutionary group claims the murders are about justice 

but the links are tenuous at best.  Osmany and a motley group of people including Rosa’s 

partner (with whom she was about to go away on holiday), the private investigator taken on 

by Esther’s father and other people who knew the four deceased, band together to find the 

truth behind the murders. 

 During the week of their investigations, more people die, real estate fraud is 

uncovered, shadowy figures try to cover up all the leads, and greed and sordid motives for the 

murders are revealed, tainting all levels of society.  Osmany must decide how far to venture 

and what moral outcomes he can accept, putting his own life at risk in a race against the killers 

prowling the grim rain-slicked streets of a city as dangerous as the battles he fought as a 

soldier. 

Javier Díez Carmona (Bilbao, 1969) has a degree in Economics and works in the financial 
sector.  His vocation has always been to write, and he has won awards in over 100 short story 
competitions, publishing his work in different anthologies. Justicia is his fifth novel, having 
already published two YA novels (La casa de los gentiles and La gruta del Diablo, Libresa) and 
two thrillers: Correr a Ciegas (Meteora) and E-King (Erein) 



 

 

 
	
	
TITLE:	THE	VALKYRIE	
	
AUTHOR:	I.	Biggi	
	
GENRE:	Historical	Thriller		
	
PUBLISHER:	EDHASA	
	
FORMAT:	576	pp.	
	
	
	  

 
2018 CERROS DE UBEDA AWARD for the best historical novel published in 2018 

 
 
BASED ON THE TRUE STORY OF THE VIKINGS LANDING ON THE IBERIAN PENINSULA IN THE IX CENTURY 

 
A Viking fleet travels to Seville, one of the richest cities of the moment, with the aim of devastating and 
looting it. However, everything is in failure, and the northern warriors are captured by the governor of 
the city, who demands an extraordinary amount r for their liberation. When the news reaches their village, 
the women decide not to surrender and, together with some children and slaves, hire a small group of 
mercenaries who will teach them how to fight. A year later, the rescue expedition will be ready to set sail. 
It seems like an impossible mission, which, from the beginning, will be fraught with misfortune and 
adversity. With great narrative agility and an exhaustive knowledge of the time, I. Biggi transports us to 
the world of the Vikings in a raid that reached our shores. An adventure novel that shows us the most 
human side of a civilization that was as dazzling as terrifying. 
 
 
I Biggi is a Spanish author of historical novels. He published before El Santuario (Seix Barral 2005) 
La Fórmula Stradivarius (Seix Barral 2007), and this year he has just published Proyecto Moises 
(Edhasa 2020) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
	

 



TITLE: THE HEIRS OF THE SINGER 

ORIGINAL TITLE: LAS HEREDERAS DE 
LA SINGER 

AUTHOR: ANA LENA RIVERA 

PUBLISHER: GRIJALBO (January 2022)

GENRE: Women's fiction 

A	family	saga	of	strong	women	and	the	sewing	machine	that	linked	their	
lives	

Great-grandmother's	old	sewing	machine	is	the	only	belonging	that	passes	from	generation	to	generation	
from	mothers	to	daughters	in	Ana's	family,	but	when	her	daughter	Alba	asks	for	it	as	a	gift	for	her	twenty-
fifth	birthday,	she	becomes	suspicious	of	her	daughter's	intentions	regarding	the	old	Singer,	a	symbol	for	
Alba	 of	 the	misfortune,	 unhappiness	 and	 submission	 of	 the	 women	 in	 her	 family.	 To	 explain	 to	 her	
daughter	the	importance	of	preserving	the	old	machine,	Ana	will	have	to	take	a	journey	through	four	
generations	of	women	marked	by	the	social	circumstances	of	the	time	in	which	they	lived.	The	history	of	
each	of	them,	their	misfortunes,	their	loves	and	heartbreaks,	their	griefs	and	their	experiences,	left	a	mark	
on	the	lives	of	those	who	come	later.	

Ana Lena Rivera: after twenty years as a director in a big multinational corporation, she changed business for 
her great passion, writing. She then created the character of ther books, Gracia San  

Sebastián, the principal investigator of her detective novel series, who has been claimed by the critics as one 
of the ten most important femenine characters of crime novel of Spanish literature.  

The first novel with Gracia San Sebastián as the main character, Lo Que Callan los Muertos, received the 2017 
Torrente Ballester Award, followed by Un asesino en tu Sombra, Los Muertos no saben nadar is the third one. 
They are all stand alone. The two first are going to be translated into Italian by Piemme (Mondadori group). 



TITLE: LIFE STANDING AND MOVING 
The basis for achieving physical and 
mental mobility 

ORIGINAL TITLE: LA VIDA DE PIE Y EN 
MOVIMIENTO 

AUTHOR: Mónica Coccoz 

PUBLISHER: Obelisco (November 2020) 

FORMAT: Fully illustrated 

If you spend many hours sitting per day and want to improve your health and fitness, this book 
can help you 

Basic manual of ergonomics and active life for all people who work with computers (office and home) 

The human body is a dynamic design thought for activity. In this activity our biology finds its meaning. The 
evolution of humans is linked to the need to nourish themselves and this forced them to move continuously 
to hunt and develop their motor activities. In modern societies, technologies have made it possible for 
machines to help us to moderate, even avoid, physical effort and in this way the consequences of an 
increasingly sedentary life and an over-processed diet are beginning to become evident. 

It is the time to think about a life in which we dedicate a space a day, even at work, to physical exercise that 
helps the body recover its motor essences that lead us to a fuller and healthier existence. "The active lifestyle" 
that integrates physical activity into activities of daily life is Mónica Coccoz's plan: spend more time on your 
feet, regular physical activity, walk and eat like our grandparents, avoiding highly elaborated foods with large 
doses of salts, sugars and preservatives. 

"It is about creating and building your own lifestyle step by step and maintaining it every day" starting by not 
setting big goals, but introducing the simple walk, walking daily including that exercise in the work space with 
a simple "be more standing time. " 

An eminently practical manual full of illustrations made by the author. 

Dr. Mónica Coccoz is a specialist in Sports Medicine, currently working at Telecom Argentina, in the 
Ergonomics team of the company's Health, Occupational Safety and Environment area. She also collaborates 
with other companies such as Arcor (training for doctors and nurses in healthy life modules), Carrefour 
Argentina (integrated ergonomics program), Apsot Organización Techint (health content on the intranet). He 
has also been collaborating for 20 years with large companies in the development of Ergonomics and Health 
Promotion Programs, companies such as Nestlé Argentina, Dupont Argentina, Bayer Argentina, Alcon 
Argentina, Visa Argentina, Conuar. 



BACKLIST HIGHLIGHTS 



TITLE: WHAT THE DEAD DON’T SAY 

ORIGINAL TITLE: LO QUE CALLAN LOS 
MUERTOS 

AUTHOR: ANA LENA RIVERA 

PUBLISHER: MAEVA (February 2019) 

FORMAT: 370 pp 

Rigths sold: Italian (Piemme) 

2017	TORRENTE	BALLESTER	FOR	FICTION,	EX	AEQUO	

Gracia	San	Sebastián	investigates	the	case	of	Don	Marcelo	Pravia,	an	elderly	man	of	
one	hundred	and	twelve	years	old,	a	 former	soldier	 from	Franco,	who	receives	a	
substantial	retirement	pension.	Don	Marcelo	has	not	been	seen	by	any	doctor	in	the	
last	 three	 decades	 and	 for	 a	 few	 years	 he	 has	 gone	 online	 banking.	 Everything	
indicates	 that	someone	has	been	 improperly	receiving	their	pension	 for	30	years	
and	knows	how	to	hide	well.	

During	the	investigation,	a	neighbor	of	her	mother,	known	in	the	community	as	La	
Impugnada,	throws	herself	from	the	window	of	her	sixth-floor	kitchen	with	a	note	
on	her	skirt	addressed	to	the	doorman.	

Gracia,	who	seeks	refuge	in	her	hometown	on	the	banks	of	the	sea	in	the	north	of	
Spain,			running	away	from	her	former	life	as	a		financial	executive	in	New	York	
after	the	death	of	Martin,	her	three	year	old	son,	will	be	involved	in	an	intriguing	
family	story	full	of	unspeakable	secrets.



TITLE: AN ASSASIN IN YOUR SHADOW 

ORIGINAL TITLE: UN ASESINO EN TU 
SOMBRA 

AUTHOR: ANA LENA RIVERA 

PUBLISHER: MAEVA NOIR (March 
2020) 

Thriller 

Rigths sold: Italian (Piemme) 

Second title of the saga of Gracia Sebastian.  The first one got the 2017 Torrente Ballester Award 
and the second was Top 10 of Thrillers in the bestseller list of La Casa del Libro  .

Gracia San Sebastián, a financial fraud investigator, is involved in the disappearance of a young 
psychologist, Imelda Alborán, whom they find a few days later beheaded on the train tracks. The 
husband, a police man and the main suspect in the investigation, asks Gracia for help to discover 
his wife's killer when it was discovered at the autopsy that Imelda was pregnant from her lover, 
Pelayo Granda, a middle-aged businessman, who runs business of luxury prostitution. 

Together with his friend Rafa Miralles, police commissioner of Oviedo, he will begin an 
investigation that will lead them to hunt a murderer in different capitals of Europe. 

At the same time, Grace's life is falling apart. The relationship with Jorge, her husband, goes 
through a critical moment. They have been separated for three months and he is about to move 
to New York. Also her reputation as a researcher is questioned after bringing an officer with 
multiple sclerosis to trial accusing him of faking his illness to compete in the most extreme form 
of triathlon: the Ironman. Grace, convinced that something does not fit the official's story, tries 
to repair her mistake. 

Ana Lena Rivera: after twenty years as a director in a big multinational corporation she changed 
business for her great passion, writing when her son Alejandro was born. Gracia San Sebastián, 
the main character of her detective novel series, was created at the same time. Her first book, 
Lo Que Callan los Muertos, got the 2017 Torrente Ballester Award and was published by Maeva, 
that is also publishing the third book of the series, Los Muertos no Saben Nadar in March 2021



TITLE: REMEMBER ME 

ORIGINAL TITLE: RECUÉRDAME 

AUTHOR: MARIO ESCOBAR 

PUBLISHER: HARPERCOLLINS ESPAÑOL 
(October 2019) 

FORMAT: 368 pp 

Rights sold: English (HarperCollins) Portugal 
(HarperCollins) Hungary  

Madrid, 1934. Though the Spanish Civil War has not yet begun, the streets of Madrid have become dangerous 
for thirteen-year-old Marco Alcalde and his younger sisters, Isabel and Ana. When Marco’s parents align 
themselves against General Franco and his fascist regime, they have no inkling that their ideals will endanger 
them and everyone they love—nor do they predict the violence that is to come.  

When the Mexican government promises protection to the imperiled children of Spain, the Alcaldes do what 
they believe is best: send their children, unaccompanied, across the ocean to the city of Morelia—a place 
they’ve never seen or imagined. Marco promises to look after his sisters in Mexico until their family can be 
reunited in Spain, but what ensues is a harrowing journey and a series of heartbreaking events. As the growing 
children work to care for themselves and each other, they feel their sense of home, family, and identity slipping 
further and further away. And as their memories of Spain fade and the news from abroad grows more grim, 
they begin to wonder if they will ever see their parents again or the glittering streets of the home they once 
loved.  

Based upon the true stories of the Children of Morelia, Mario Escobar’s Remember Meexplores the agony of 
war and paints a poignant portrait of one family’s sacrificial love and endurance.  



TITLE:	THE	MONASTERY	

AUTHOR:	LUIS	ZUECO	

GENRE:	Historical	Thriller	

PUBLISHER:	EDICIONES	B	
						(May	2018)	

FORMAT:	512	pp.	

Rights	sold:	Poland,	Italy,	
Portugal	

A novel of intrigue between the walls of one of the most impressive 
medieval monasteries of Spain. 

Following the success of EL CASTILLO (Ediciones B, 2015) with fifteen editions until so far (32.500 
copies sold in trade edition plus 14.000 in club edition) and LA CIUDAD (22.350 copies sold in 
trade edition plus 13.000 in club edition) El Monasterio (30.688 copies in trade edition) ,  Luis 
Zueco continues with his epic medieval trilogy with a fast paced historic thriller, EL 
MONASTERIO.  

Luis Zueco is one of the Spanish authors with more best seller potential of the moment. Great 
story teller, great creator of intriguing plots and accessible for all publics. Excellent 
communicator. Pure escape entertaining fiction, with which you can enjoy learning. 

For the readers of The girl on the train for its addiction to the plot, The pillars of the earth for 
its magnificent setting, and The hunger games for the psychological dilemma in which the 
characters come across. 

The Monastery of Santa María de Veruela, the first foundation of the Císter in the Kingdom of 
Aragon, was built on a unique mountain of more than two thousand meters over the river Ebro: 
the Moncayo. This exciting thriller takes place between its walls, which housed much more than 
a church and a cloister. It was a real city where weapons, tools, clothes, footwear and wine were 
produced, land was ploughed, animals were raised and mines exploited. The monastery 
soughted to be a celestial city, but men lived in it. And with them, the ambition of power, envy, 
thirst for revenge, love, sex, betrayal ... And murders. 

In the fourteenth century the area is the scene of a bloody war between the crowns of Castile 
and Aragon, and there arrives young Bizén with a mission to fulfill: recover the remains that lie 
in one of his tombs, something to which the abbot refuses for mysterious reasons. 



But when one of the brothers of the abbey is murdered in mysterious and violent circumstances, 
Bizén will be involved in an intrigue of dangerous ramifications. And you should concentrate on 
finding the culprit if you do not want your own secret to be discovered. 

LUIS ZUECO: Novelist, historian, researcher and photographer. Successful writer  specially with 
his last book El Castillo (Ediciones B 2015). At present he is Managing Director of the Castillo de 
Grisel, a medieval castle turned into a hotel. He is an industrial engineer and a historian, he is 
also member of the Spanish Association of Friends of Castles and collaborates as an expertise in 
heritage and culture in several  media. Its novel El Escalón 33 obtained the honourable mention 
at the International Award of Historical Novel of  Zaragoza in 2012 in Zaragoza. It also obtained 
the award to the best historical thriller in 2012 at I Certamen de Novela Histórica de Úbeda, the 
first competition of historic novel in Úbeda. 

Historical thrillers of great success published by Ediciones B (Penguin Random House) 

Sold Polish rights of the trilogy. El Monasterio has been published in Italy by 
Newton Compton and El Castillo in Portugal by  Alma dos Livros 



TITLE: EL JUGADOR DE 
AJEDREZ (THE CHESS PLAYER) 

AUTHOR: JULIO CASTEDO 
VALLS 

PUBLISHER: PLANETA 2017 

FORMAT: 256 pp 

Rights Sold: Italian (Sperling & 
Kupfer) 

Spain 1934. Diego Padilla, champion of chess, meets the French journalist Marianne Latour. The Spanish civil 
war is about to blow up and it is in this agitated context that they fall in love. They have a daughter and they 
would live in Madrid until the violence and misery push them into exile to an occupied France. There the game 
will take another course: Diego will face an accusation of espionage by the Nazis and will suffer a brutal 
imprisonment. 

Written in first person, El jugador de ajedrez is a heart-rending account of the epiphany of love in times of 
devastation and moral misery which ruined the dreams of a good man: a stoic loser who for love waived 
betrayal and postponed revenge. Perhaps the eternal fight between whites against blacks ended being the 
melancholic refuge against the memory of a champion demolished by definitive sadness. Chess was his life, 
but his life was not only chess. 

Written with the prodigious simplicity of the best prose writers, in this fascinating novel the reader is faced 
with cruelty, but also compassion and friendship, which reveal the double substance of the human condition, 
capable of plotting the sublime and its sinister reverse side. If in Apología de Venus Julio Castedo delighted 
with the deepness of his vision, in El jugador de ajedrez he reveals as a master in the art of storytelling which 
is an axe blow on the conscience. You are not the same person when you have finished one of his novels. 

This novel has been adapted to a film produced by the reputed Gerardo Herrero. The film has been The film 
has been distributed (appart from Spain) US  (Somos TV) Australia (Palace Entertainment) Denmark (Rialto) 
Italy (Netflix) Korea 
. 

Julio Castedo Valls (Madrid, 1964) has a degree in Medicine and the speciality in Neuroradiology. Combines 
his work with literature. Up to date he has published the non fiction title, Las cien mejores películas del siglo 
XX. He is also the author of the novels Apología de Venus, El fotógrafo de cadáveres and Redención, which
have earned the recognition from the critics. His first novel was El jugador de ajedrez (re-edited by Booket in
2017), who’s cinematographic adaptation will be on screen on 2017. Julio Castedo has been incharge of the
script as well as the producer together with Gerardo Herrero and Juan Antonio Casado.




