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F I C T I O N  
 
 
CARLO  BARBIERI  
The series with Commissario Mancuso in Palermo 
La pietra al collo (The stone around the neck) - crime novel - 160 pp. -TODARO- 

"In August nothing ever happens in Palermo". Commissario Francesco Mancuso from 
the murder squad is convinced of this, but he will be denied by the facts. In the 
basement a chruch in the Center of Palermo is found the body of a naked man, with a 
stone on his neck, executed with a blow to the nape. In a few days theere are more 
victims, killed with the same ritual multiply. Mancuso has to investigate in institutions 
for foundlings, in religious foundations, amongst notorious pedophiles and 
unsuspected perverts, luxurious palaces and garbage bins; intuitions, misdirections, 
steps forward and "steps to the side". A puzzle that Mancuso will recompose for an 
unexpected and dramatic ending. 

 
Il morto con la zebiba (The dead man with the zebiba) - crime novel- 160 pp. -TODARO- 

The body of a man is found on the beach of Granitola, in Sicily. It seems to be one of 
the many victims of the illegal landings to which the pages of newspapers have 
accustomed us. But two circumstances do not convince the investigators: the dead 
man was drunk and had the zebiba, the prayer bump, sign that he was a deeply 
religious muslim - and these two things do not get along. The investigation 
immediately takes an unexpected turn, involving Commissario Mancuso in an enquiry 
full of insights, blind alleys and sudden unexpected twists, which at last reveal a 
connection between Sicilian crime, high finance and Al Qaeda. In the background 
Palermo, its inhabitants and its atmosphere of omertà. 

 
 
LUCA  BONISOLI  
Bad Panda  - crime novel - 181 pp. -TODARO- 

Agatino Morelli - a sixty-year-old, overweight Ispettore, born in Sicily, but living for many 
years in Milan - is disgusted by the criminals he has to deal with. He seems bored with his 
work and practices very unorthodox methods: in his interrogations, he relies less on 
sophisticated psychological tactics, but on intimidation and, if necessary, physical 
violence. Such infringements of rules are covered by the young colleague Pasquale, who 
has been infected with his superior's (and paternal friend's) the passion for rugby. 
While Agatino in the meantime seems to embody only indifference and lazyness,  the 
only thing remaining from his time as an active and successful rugby player is the jersey 
with his fight name - Bad Panda. 

When a woman's body is found in a container in a desolate industrial area in the sweltering summer in 
Milan, Agatino and Pasquale first find only unsuspecting witnesses. But Agatino is stubborn and thanks to 
his occasionally brutal interrogation methods, they discover a trail leading them to a extremely ruthless 
kind of slave trafficking ring. In order to get in touch with the leading figures in the Darknet, Agatino calls in 
his young friend Carlo who is now a computer specialist, but was formerly a petty criminal. Agatino had 
arrested him then, but after Carlo's release from prison, he helped him get a regular job and a normal life. 
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But Carlo's research in this case put him in mortal danger: the criminals who want to prevent by any means 
being tracked down, attack him and almost kill him. 
Suspended because of this incident, Agatino is overwhealmed by rage and starts a campaign of revenge 
against the gangsters - and it turns out that he is anything but a run-down cop just before retirement ... 
 
 
LUCA  BONZANO 
Come bestie ferite (Like the hurt beasts) - noir - 262 pp. -TODARO- 

It all starts on a fatal night: why does a 5-year-old boy end up on the road at 3 am, 
chasing a ball? What is he doing there, in the middle of the night? And why does't the 
driver of the stop when he's aware of having run over the child? It seems an absurd 
death, a case in which a depressed inspector - waiting for his transfer after his wife left 
him - must find the hit-and-run-driver. At his side, Superintendent Marietti who does not 
hide his racist attitudes. 
What does a young woman have to do with this affair, who is spending nights in the 
taverns playing poker and drinking heavily? 
And Sironi, the father of the killed child, an impenetrable businessman who just returned 

from Mexico: why is he determined to meddle in the investigation, almost taking it over? Maybe it's 
because he suspects who is the person who emerged from his past to take revenge on him? Who is the 
mysterious man named Cyrus who seems to follow him? 
In this story nobody is without fault, and at the same time each of the protagonists is the victim of his 
anxieties and obsessions or his own past. As in a Greek tragedy no one escapes his destiny. 
Several compelling and enigmatic threads that overlap and intertwine, twists and turns, surprising 
connections that gradually come together like the pieces of a mosaic that reveals itself completely only  in 
the final scenes. 
 
 
ANDREA  BRANDO 
A che ora cenano i cannibali? (At what time do the cannibals dine?)  - crime comedy - 224 pp.  -TODARO- 

In a dark and stormy night, the three investigators of the Brando Agency - Nick Brando, 
Beppe Mascaretti and Stefano Cuccurullo - arrive in a small village near Piacenza to meet 
their client, suspected of ... cannibalism! It is true that years before the lady in question 
had been condemned for killing and chopping her husband, but for the recent deaths she 
professes to be innocent. 
And so the three private eyes from Milan, who are somehow scoundrels but quite 
intuitive, have to find the cannibal serial killer, also because they want to earn the con-
spicuous reward for the capture of the monster murderer that has already hit eleven 
victims. Soon they find themselves involved in an investigation on the edge of reality 

between alleged ghosts, likely serial killers, flamenco dancers, devil worshippers, handsome pharmacists 
and madmen of the village... 
SHO RTL I STE D AT T HE  RE N OW NE D C RIM E NO VEL  A W AR D PREMI O AZZE CC AG A RBUG L I  
 
 
FABRIZIO  CANCIANI   
The series with private eye Bruno Kernel in Milan 
La regola della cattura (The rule of the capture) - crime novel -  216 pp. -TODARO- 

The Milanese private investigator Bruno Kernel, left by his girlfriend, evicted from the 
landlord and therefore forced to stay in a camper temporarily. An old acquaintance, 
Camilla, asks him to have a look around in the Bedlam Cinéphile Club: recently there 
were several mysterious deaths related to the association, and Camilla is worried about 
her brother who is a member. 
Another client, the enigmatic and attractive Florise Medici del Vascello, hires him to 
investigate the recent death of her brother Luca: an apparent suicide, but she does not 
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believe that he has taken his own life. And his investigations for this case are leading Kernel to the Bedlam 
Club, too! 
Both cases, furthermore, seem also related to the Asian game Go and Dim Mak, a martial art, where there 
is an attack being able to induce a delayed death with a seemingly completely natural cause... 
 
Qualcosa che non resta (Something that doesn't remain) - crime novel -  246 pp. -TODARO- 

In a small town on the outskirts of Milan, the attempt of two chaotic thugs to rob a bank 
takes an unexpected, bizarre  course: when they are forced to open the safe, the bank 
employees discover an incredible sum, overpower the robbers and take themselves off 
with the millions . 
Bruno Kernel is hired by a former lover, meanwhile married to the manager of the 
branch. She suspects that her missing husband is involved in this matter. Meanwhile 
among the employees - who now became outlaws - on their poorly organized flight, the 
tension grows until it becomes unbearable. And Kernel tracks down one of the would-be 
robbers, who for his part is pursuing the employees with their giant loot ... 

 
Il mio mitra è un contrabbasso (My machine gun is a double bass) - crime novel -  222  pp. -TODARO- 

Summer 2007. Bad surprise for Bruno Kernel: two thugs with a French accent attack him, 
destroy his furnishing and threaten him. They are looking for an old friend of Brun, 
Giordano, with whom he had played in a band. But Kernel himself had lost sight of him 
thirty years ago. So it is logical that he tries to understand what has become of Giordano 
and whom he had irritated in a way to provoke such a volent reaction. 
While he is investigating, the memories of the summer of 1977 reappear in which Bruno, 
together with the third member of the complex, Vladi, followed by hitchhiking Giordano 
on his journey through Italy. Suddenly Giordano reappears in the present and passes 

Kernel a package that puts in danger of death not only Bruno but also his girlfriend Muriel ... 
 
 
ELISABETTA  CIANCIA 
Un' infanzia (A childhood) - literary novel - 134 pp. -CAIRO- 

Six-year-old Inge, daughter of an Italian father and an Austrian mother, is growing up in 
postwar Italy. Her father died a long time ago and she remembers him only vaguely, her 
mother is working as a translator for the local office of the German Wehrmacht in a small 
town in Veneto county. At the end of the war she has to flee with her mother who is 
considered a collaborator, and the two of them have to move around half of Italy. 
Though Inge doesn't understand the meaning of the circumstances and incidents around 
her, her mother obliges her to hide the facts of their past to everyone: that one of her 
brothers, fighting with the fascist troops, was executed by the partisans, the other one 

died of consumption (as an "illness of the poor" a shame at that time). And moreover Inge's mother - 
completely unexpected and inexplicable to the girl - gives birth to a sibling. For Inge, who feels insecure, 
anxious and unloved by her mother, growing up is a further burden. A bitter story of personal 
development, yet told without any mawkishness. 
 
 
ANNAMARIA  FASSIO   
Crime novel series with Erica Franzoni and Antonio Maffina in Turin and Genoa - GIALLI MONDADORI- 
Tesi di laurea (The diploma thesis) - 233 pp. 

Student Erica Franzoni is working on her diploma thesis about a serial killing 
that shocked whole Northern Italy: back in the seventies four young women 
were brutally murdered, until the killer was caught and put to an asylum.  
Erica's professor brings her in contact with her fiancé, commissario of the 
police Antonio Maffina, who grants her access to all the documents and 
introduces her to some retired collegues who had been involved in the case. 
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The deeper Erica digs into the case and its circumstances the more obscure it seems to her, until in the end 
she discovers a terrible secret …  
 
plus sequels: 
I delitti della casa rossa (Murder in the Red House) - 199 pp. 

Commissario Maffina is clueless! Too many women are dying in the "Red 
House", the headquarter of wealthy Francesca Salvo's charitable 
organization just outside Genoa: after a party the shy young girl Adriana is 
found in the dust bin, and shortly before the self-confident Francesca 
apparently had committed suicide. During his investigation Maffina gets to 
know fascinating women, among them Alice, Francesca's friend, who cannot 
believe in a suicide. But who is the murderer in the "Red House"? With the 
help of Erica Franzoni - with whomin the meantime he is not only involved 

professionally - the Commissario is n the trace of a terrible truth. 
IN GERM AN Y P UBLI SHED BY ULL S TE I N/L IS T  VERL A G  
 
Povera Butterfly (Poor Butterfly) - 222 pp.  
Maria Morgana  - 227 pp.  
Una vita in prestito (A Borrowed Life) - 249 pp.  
 
 
FILIPPO  FORNARI 
The ser ies with Commissario  Musante and Curz io  Malanotte 's strange squad of amateur 
invest igators  
Omicidio all'isola (The murders in the Isola district) - crime novel -  268  pp. -TODARO- 

Curzio Malanotte, a wealthy family man, is at the end of his tether: after the death of his 
youngest daughter his marriage broke up and he rarely is allowed to see his other 
children. He wants to kill himself, and to punish his family, who completely ignores his 
suffering. And to punish them even more for their absolute indifference to his pain, he 
even plans a public suicide. 
But just in the Milanese district of Isola, where he has planned to stage his suicide 
performance, there is a murderer spreading fear: a serial killer who lures colored 
prostitutes and kills them, every time with the same cruel and morbid ritual. Are these 
atrocities committed by a psychopath, or are they the brutal punitive action of a red-light 

gang headed by a cold-blooded pimp? 
In any case, the tracks left by the serial killer cross often - too often, and in an enigmatic way! - Cuzio's 
paths in the Isola where he is preparing his suicidal spectacle. 
So Malanotte is forced to postpone his suicide because he in some way he still attaches importance to his 
reputation and does not want to be labelled a serial killer. With a few convincing arguments, he succeeds in 
persuading the inspector to release him for the time being. He decides to investigate on his own in order to 
exonerate himself, supported by two strange helpers: the former railroad employee and communist 
Umberto, who considers himself a kind of Bruce Willis, and Enzino, a pious and shy young man who is a 
master of martial arts. Will this strange and unlikely trio, with their preposterous and sometimes amusing 
dilettante initiatives, be able to discover the truth and stop the killer before he strikes again? 
 
Fiamme in Piazza Duomo (Flames on Piazza Duomo) - crime novel -  268 pp. -TODARO- 

Lo  strano caso della mucca che incendiava i fast food - The strange case of the cow which set the 
fast foods on fire. 
Poor Commissario Musante has to cope with several difficult and strange cases at the 
same time. 
Who killed Epaminonda Salieri, second-hand dealer at the market in Via degli Armorari, 
who is found in an ossuary, brutally skewered with a candelabra.  
And who wanted to get rid of the Romanian truck driver whom they found dead and with 
his hands cut off, like the eastern mafia does when it not only wants to hit but also give a 
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warning? 
Musante is groping in the dark. And as if these two difficult to solve murders were not enough, an animal-
terrorist turns up in Milan: there is a person disguised as a cow which sets fast food restaurants on fire 
arousing a lot of hilarity, sympathy and complicity among the population. Yet the police has to take drastic 
measures like exhausting surveillance of fast food locations which could be hit next - as if they had to stop a 
dangerous jihadist. 
In all this, Musante must also keep his friends Curzio Malanotte, Enzino and Umberto at bay, who, for one 
reason or another, always try to creep into his case, with questionable results.  The investigations will lead 
all of them to explore the world of animal rights associations, art smuggling and the circles of  Eastern 
organized crime. 
 
 
FABIO  GIRELLI  
The crime novel  ser ies with V icequestore Andrea Caste l l i  in Turin  
Marmellata di rose (Rose jam)  - 256 pp. -LINEADARIA- 

 Vicequestore Andrea Castelli is called to a construction site where a body has 
been found: a young woman, severely mutilated by torture before she was 
killed. But she does not seem to have anything to do neither with the con-
struction site nor anyone working around. Shortly thereafter, another murder, 
this time in the sewers of the city: again it is a young woman, cruelly tortured 
before her death, too. In a dilapidated villa nearby, the police discovers the 
remains of a fetus which was apparently taken from the second victim. 

Castelli's most precious colleague is Ispettore Giordano, who stoically tolerates his superior's strange states 
of mind, his brusque behaviour and sudden and extreme mood swings: Castelli is bipolar, and occasionally 
he withdraws himself mentally from the surroundings. Then he is completely absorbed in contemplations, 
follows his intuitive associations which. They are bringing certain crime scenes, victims, details in 
correlation with poems he learned in school, and which in some situations he can't help remembering 
vividly. 
When Castelli learns from his transsexual lover Georgine that the two victims were owners of a beauty 
parlour which also served as a camouflage for a bondage studio, the investigators suspect a gang conflict in 
the red light district ... But as the investigations proceed, they discover that the trail leads far into the past - 
to crimes in the Fascist era! 
SP ANI SH  EDI TIO N BY SD  EDI CIO NE S (B ARCEL O NA)  -  FU RT HE R NO VEL S O F  T HE  SER IE S PU BL I S HE D BY  
P IEM M E  
 
La pelle del lupo (The Wolf's Skin)  - 332 pp. -ED. CAPRICORNO- 

On a November morning, the freshly stripped fur of a chamois hangs on the branch of a 
plane tree in the center of Turin, Everyone believes it to be the prank of a person with a 
macabre sense of humor. 
Only Andrea Castelli, who is immediately fascinated by the strange find, suspects more 
behind it: he is instinctively convinced that there is a secret, a hidden message behind. 
He learns of an old legend about the devil in the chamois skin. When shortly after two 
cruelly mutilated bodies are found, he discovers there must be a connection between the 
legend, the fur and the murders, and he understands that the fur had been a warning. 
The two dead men alias "tiger" and "wolf" had been members of a spiritual community 

which, despite its clearly esoteric tendencies, is supported by high-ranking representatives of the Catholic 
Church. 
Apparently, the threat symbolized by the fur also applied to another member of the brotherhood known as 
"spider". The police try to warn him, but too late! 
Castelli receives shocking information from an unexpected side: he journalist Rosazza, who has infiltrated 
the sect for research found out that thre is no trace of all the twenty children born there during the past 
thirty years. 
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Castelli, Giordano and their young, enthusiastic colleague Lauria find out more disconcerting facts about 
the Fra Dolcino community: shortly before its founding 30 years ago by "wolf", the leader, and his friends 
"tiger" and "spider" a young woman had died in the nearby village of Balme - allegedly during  a satanic rite 
- and her newborn baby had disappeared. 
The links between the community and high-ranking dignitaries of the Vatican are becoming increasingly 
clearer. When Rosazza is killed, Castelli and his men realize that there must be an informant of the sect in 
police circles. 
And for Castelli, the investigation gets even more complicated when he realizes that the capricious 
photographer Maria Celeste with whom he has fallen in love, seems to be involved in the affair. 
 
 
ROBERT  HÜLTNER  - literary crime fiction -BTB/RANDOMHOUSE GERMANY- 
Bavaria in the early twenties: police inspector Paul Kajetan is a man without political interests, without 
carreer ambitions, he is a simple and straight person with a strong sense of justice who only wants to 
resolve his cases and fight against crime and the criminals. But this is not an easy job to do in these years of 
social and political disorders after World War I, when already certain interested groups favour nationalism 
and the political movement of a young austrian demagogue… And so, even though the murders Kajetan has 
to investigate at first glance seem to be ordinary crimes, in each of his cases Kajetan at the end finds himself 
involved with political intrigues, with cover-ups of plans for coup d'etat. Non being able to leave his personal 
principles, Kajetan step by step is being punished for his righteousness being transferred for "disciplinary 
reasons", demoted and finally dismissed finishing as a bodyguard and privat eye… - atmosferic and 
authentic literary crime novels! 
ITALI A N TR A N SLA TI O NS P UBLI SHE D BY  DEL  VECC HI O  EDI TO RE/RO ME  
 
Inspektor Kajetan und die Sache Koslowski (Kajetan and the Koslowski Case)  - 216 pp.  

Munich in the days of the Räterepublik (republic governed by the workers' councils): 
inspector Kajetan investigates in a case of arson. The appartment of a journalist has been 
burned down, the journalist himself, Eugen Meininger, is missing. Soon afterwards, they 
find Meininger dead and Kajetan discovers that the reporter had enquired on the 
enemies of the president of the Bavarian council who had been shot shortly before. So he 
gets unintentionally in the way of counter-revolutionary circles that are composed of 
industrials, high-ranking soldiers  and followers of the obscure Thule association. These 
persons are interested in putting an end to the socialist government with any means  - 
and they are certainly not willing to let themselves stop by nosy journalists or duteous 

policemen. And finally Kajetan not only reveals the persons behind Meininger's murder, but also has to 
save his own life, having been  arrested and sentenced to death during the great confusion of the counter-
revolutionary riots… 
O NLY C RIM E NO VEL  TO  W I N AT  T HE  SAME  TIM E GL A USE R PREI S  AND DE UT SC HER KR IM IP RE I S  
 
Walching (Walching. A crime without significance)  - 192 pp.  

Kajetan, transferred to a small province town near the Bavarian Alps, has to investigate in 
the mountain village Walching where an adolescent girl has been slain. 
But the three vagabonds already arrested do not seem to have to do with the murder. 
Enquiring in the village Kajetan finds out that many of the villagers have something to 
hide, but his superior in the town and some of Walching's dignitaries (the mayor, the 
retired military general) try to put an end to his activities. 
Kajetan, having come through several dangerous situations, however, continues until he 
finds out the complete background of the girl's death - and until he finds himself face to 
face with a mortal danger. 
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Die Godin  (The Godmother)  - 288 pp.- 
Munich 1924: young prostitute Mia is found poisoned in her humble abode. Initially it seems like a suicide 

out of disperation. But Kajetan - dismissed from the police for insubordination -, who 
shortly before had known her, finds out that his girl-friend was murdered. His 
investigations lead him to Mia's home village and let him meet her godmother. There he 
discovers a horrible family tragedy… 
O NLY C RIM E NO VEL  TO  W I N AT  T HE  SAME  TIM E GL A USE R PRE I S  AND DE UT SC HE R 
KRIM IPRE I S  

 
 
 
 
 
RICCARDO  LANDINI 
Di morte, d'insonnia e d'altre canzoni (Death, insomnia and other songs) - noir -  176 pp. -CLOWN BIANCO- 

A northern Italian provincial town is paralyzed by fear: within a few days four murders 
shocked the people. After the finding of the first victim - a woman lying dead in a field - 
they call Ispettore Ezio Marvelli, one of the most brilliant investigators in the country. He 
became famous for the case of the serial killer Giano Gozzi, called Buio (the Dark One). 
When he tracked down Gozzi and tried to arrest him, they had a fight and the killer fell 
into the river and drowned, his corpse never reappeared. But the ghost of the serial killer 
seems to haunt the Ispettore, because the current murders have one thing in common 
with Gozzi's crimes: the murder weapon is a machete. 

So Marvelli goes in search of a killer who imitates Buio, a copycat killer. And at the same time the Inspector 
receives music cassettes from an anonymous sender - again and again, with only one song on it, and always 
the same song ... Is it just a stupid prank - or is it the key that leads him to killer? 
 
 
The ser ies with Brenno Sandre l l i ,  insurance expert  and part- t ime investigator  
Il primo inganno (The first betrayal) - noir -  232 pp. -CENTOAUTORI- 

What happens when a detective sits on lookout to observe an adulterous couple, and 
accidentally sees through a window of a nearby house two men violating at a child? And 
what happens if nobody believes him when he wants to inform the police about the 
scene he watched? And what happens if he wants to find out by all means what is behind 
all this? 
Brenno Sandrelli, insurance expert and part-time detective, gets involved with a group of 
paedophiles and murderers who do not appreciate at all anyone trying to poke his nose 
into their affairs. He notices that somebody is watching and following him, and soon after 
he narrowly escapes a nightly attack... 

Are the attacks on him really due to his bothering the child abusers, or is there anyone else who attempts 
on his life? 
SHO RTL I STE D AT T HE  RE N OW NE D C RIM E NO VEL  A W AR D PREMI O GA R FA G N A N A I N G I AL L O  
 
Non si ingannano i morti (Don't betray the dead ones) - noir -  272 pp. -CENTOAUTORI- 

Brenno Sandrelli in the meantime has been abandoned by his wife and has teamed up 
with a law office to get more jobs. When he tries in a semi-legal action to recover a stolen 
vehicle for a client, he is forced to "borrow" another car... where he finds in the trunk a 
human foot, wrapped in a plastic foil. 
Moreover he gets into a scrape when after a gun battle his friend Brigadiere Maietto is at 
the center of an internal investigation, and Sandrelli is suspected to be an accomplice. 
Furthermore he has to find out the identity of the dead man whose remains he found in 
the trunk. At the same time the murderer is in search for his car - and for the person who 
tries to track him down... 
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And last but not least Brenno's life is complicated in a pleasant way, by the growing relationship with his 
client Claudia Ollari. 
 
Ingannando si impara (Learning by betraying) - noir -  .... pp. -CENTOAUTORI- 

Claudia's death and a lull in his detective agency throw Sandrelli into a deep 
depression.from which he does not seem to find a way out. 
His spirits awaken only when he finds old documents while he is emptying a u file cabinet 
he bought second hand: the papers have to do with a presumed kidnapping of a girl he 
knew: twenty years before Letizia, a schoolmate on whom he secretly had a crush, had 
disappeared without a trace. 
Brenno Sandrelli decides to dedicate himself to this cold case and to find out what 
happened. 
He refuses the extremely lucrative offer of his occasional employee and informant Maicol, 

to help him transporting a car from the South to Emilia. The circumstances and the extremely high 
compensation raise Brenno's suspicion, and he advises the friend to stay away, too, from the risky job. But 
Micol does not listen to him, and a few days later they find him murdered. 
So Sandrelli soon has various problems on the hands: Maicols family, who hold Brenno responsible for his 
death, is after him. And he is chased by gangsters who suspect he could know too much about their dirty 
business, and by the drug investigation who take him for Micol's accomplice in drug smuggling... 
In a race against time Brenno not only has to discover a serial killer who has not been caught for many years, 
and to find out who is behind the drug traffic and Micol's death. 
 
 
ALESSANDRO  SCHWED 
Lo zio coso (Uncle Thingamabob) - bitter, grotesque jewish satirical novel - 268 pp. -PONTE ALLE GRAZIE- 

Melik, descendant of a family of hungarian Jews of which only few members survived the 
Holocaust (his father who later emigrated to Italy and his uncle who remained in 
Hungary), is on his way to visit the uncle. During his journey by train he gets to know an 
inveterate anti-Semite. This fellow-passenger, Doktor Oskar, tries to convince him, with 
most abstruse arguments and explanations, that Word War II - including Holocaust - did 
never take place. He claims instead that it was only a cunning propaganda campaign, 
lavishly organized by the Allies who e.g. stage-managed the "alleged" London 
bombardments engaging a huge number of actors and using a lot of special effects. 
After having received a blow with a stick by Dr. Oskar, Melik awakes from his 

unconsciousness and notices that he has serious problems now to express himself: again and again he can't 
find the right words … 
A  TR AGIC O M IC ,  M O VI NG ,  GRO TE S QUE A ND  BI TTE R FARCE  W I TH  PL E NTY  O F  JE W IS H HUM O UR -  FO R T HE  
REA DER S O F  HO W AR D JA CO BSO N  
 
 
EUGENIO  TORNAGHI 
Una spiegazione logica (A logical explanation) - black comedy - 156 pp. -TODARO- 

A story where Fargo meets the Big Lebowski, Una spiegazione logica 
is a fun and gritty dark comedy about a character who looks to 
show the world the despair his ex-wife has left him in through a 
poorly thought out and irrational gesture, only to find himself 
worthy to move on thanks to the advice of his reformed ex-con 
neighbour and his newfound, albeit stolen, cash injection. All this 
while a police investigation engulfs everyone he crosses paths with, 
while buried in his sullen oblivion. 
BASE D O N THI S  CR IM E NO VEL  T HE  M O VI E  "THE  TOY  GUN"  
(WI T H JULI A N SAND S ,  JO HN  HANNA H ,  ANT HO NY LAPAGL I A)   
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ANDREA  VILLANI 
La strategia del destino (The Strategy of Fate) - noir - 194 pp. -MURSIA- 

A night in a small town in Emilia Romagna. Gianluca Braita and Samantha are going to 
marry the next day and are getting ready to celebrate, each of them with their(oder his 
or her) own clique, an excessive stag night. In the meantime their grandfathers Guglielmo 
and Benito meet to remember their past: their young days when Benito was on the side 
of the fascists and Guglielmo fought with the partisan resistance; dodgy dealings in the 
last day of war on which the wealth of certain citizens is based; the murder of a young girl 
and the death of the tramp Bertoli who was supposed to have slained her. It is also the 
night when Lazzaro, young artist and misfit amongst all the social climbers and successful 

youngsters of the town, goes to see the Albanian pusher Barid Manay. The night when Tinelli, owner of the 
local perfumery, indulges his passion going out in women's clothing. The night when the paths of the 
successful persons and the losers, the cynics and the sincere ones, cross. The night when their fates 
entangle and collide, when secrets are being revealed - and the next morning nothing in the town will be as 
it was before. 
 
 
SALVO  ZAPPULLA 
Kafka e il mistero del processo  (Kafka and the mystery of the trial) 

 - literary satirical novel- 211 pp. -MELINO NERELLA- 
A young author, driven by pity for his protagonist Pablo Escobar, using few pen strokes 
turns him from an old, miserable, ugly creature into a young, witty, handsome and rich 
man. As a result, the new condition goes to Escobar's head: he doesn't  want to return to 
his former life, to his humble backgrounds, and escapes from his novel. Only when the 
author  is taken to court, he realises the fatal consequences of Pedro's transformation: 
Escobar has entered into other books - important works of the world literature -, 
changing their plots (seducing Madame Bovary, beating up Romeo and pinching Julia 
from him) and getting the whole literary history in a mess. In this way he causes a global 

crisis of the publishing and paper industry and all other connected industries, and finally of the whole world 
economy. Many are even afraid that Pablo could get up to mischief in the Bible, the Thora or the Koran und 
so cause religious wars. Therefore even those who would have liked to condemn the author to death, 
rather impose him to track down Escobar in the Universal Library which he  meanwhile reached, and to 
make him see sense… 
 
Il violino di Dio o L'ultimo treno per il paradiso (God's violin or The last train to paradise)  

- literary satirical novel - 154  pp. -SCRITTURAPURA- 
Alfredo Morelli from Milan is a friendly man, caring husband and father and a 
conscientious public official whose promotion is imminent. But then something terrific 
and unbelievable happens to him: because of an "accounting error" in the next world, his 
guardian angel gets orders to let him die ... after a completely harmless accident which 
should not have any serious consequences! 
Alfredo is stunned, because he is still able to think, perceives everything around and still 
has feelings, while little by little are gathering around him not only a doctor (who issues 
the death certificate), the pastor (who regrets that he wasn't here in time for the last 

rites) and several neighbors (curious the ones and others giving themselves airs trying to organize things), 
but also Alfredo's wife and the children who rushed over from the holidays, with various relatives in tow. 
After the funeral - his his own funeral -, Alfred finally gets to know his guardian angel who is disintering 
him. Angelo - as the angel's name is, appropriately enough - tries to explain him the fatal misunderstanding 
which caused his improbable condition between life and death. Since Alfredo's days were not really 
numbered, he does not "succeed" in dying completely because his soul is not able to separate from the 
body 
Despite his great anger about the celestial error, he takes Angelo to his heart, and together both of them 
are looking for a way to resolve the desperate situation. 
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N O N   F I C T I O N  
 
 
 
FABIO  FRACAS 
Il mondo secondo la fisica quantistica. Segreti e meraviglie della scienza che sta cambiando la nostra vita 

(The world according to quantum physics. Secrets and wonders of the science that is changing 
our lives) - 288 pp.                          -SPERLING & KUPFER- 
What are the principles and laws of quantum physics? How to they apply to every-
day life? How are they changing our vision of world? 
An accurately researched and riveting book to answer questions and satisfy the 
reader's curiosity. An easy to read and truly illuminating reference text. 
Quantum physics is so fascinating a topic it has moved outside the confines of labs 
to engross not just professional scientists but the general public as well. But what 
exactly is quantum physics? What are its laws and how do they apply to every-day 
life? How is it changing our vision of the world and what is in store for our future? 
The author, a scientist at the Geneva CERN, physics professor and expert scientific 
writer, answers all these questions and many more in an accurately researched and 

highly readable book. Chock-full with information and discoveries, the first-ever book in which world-class 
scientists and Nobel-prize recipients explain why quantum physics is radically changing the world. 
 

FO UR  PR I NT RU N S I N THE  F I RS T FOU R MO NT HS -  MO RE T H AN  12.000  CO PIE S  SOL D -  SHO RTL IS TED 
FO R  T HE  PREMIO  NAZIONALE  DI  DIVULGAZIONE  SCIENTIFICA,  THE  M O ST  RE NOW NE D  IT ALI A N 
AW AR D FO R SCIE NT IF I C  L I TE R AT URE  
 
 
STEFAN  WEIDNER 
1001 Buch. Die Literaturen des Orients (1001 books. The Literatures of the Orient)  

- cultural history - 432 pp.  -EDITIONCONVERSO- 
A fascinating, lively told complete delineation of 1500 years  of the literatures in 
the Islamic world, on the background of its common history, with a particular 
emphasis on female poets and writers. A further focal theme is he conveying and 
translation of oriental literatures. From Nobel awarded writers to poets forced to 
exile: the authors from the Orient have created world literature. 
A book which is destinated not only to specialists but mainly to the general reading 
public - a real treasury which keeps many surprising discoveries especially  for the 
non expert readers, and which inspires to profound thoughts, even political 
reflexions. 
With major competence, passion and also criticism and in a language which seems 
poetical itself the author describes, analyses and quotes more than 300 literary 

works from 1500 years, and many of these descriptions instill the desire to read some of these works: an 
intellectual seduction! 
 

STE F AN  WE I DNE R I S  O NE OF THE  MO S T I MPO R TA N T  AU TH O RI TIE S O F IS LAM IC  L I TE RA TU RE ,  
TR A NSL A TO R ,  PUB L IC I ST .  HE  I S  W RIT I NG I N A N U NI QUE L A NGU AGE ,  AL WA YS  A S  A "M IN D WHO  I S  
PA S SIO N ATE  FO R K NOW LE DGE AND T HOUG HT".  
HE  W A S RE CE NTL Y  AW AR DE D WI TH T HE  RE NO W NE D SHEIKH  HAMAD  AWARD  FOR  TRANSLATION  
AND  INTERNATIONAL  UNDERSTANDING 
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ERNST  KÜNZL,  ARCHAEOLOGIST 
 
Dr. Ernst Künzl, former director of the Department of Roman Antiquities at the 
Römisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum (Central Roman-Germanic Museum) in 
Mainz, began publishing more than 30 years ago. His non-fiction books about the 
world of Ancient cultures (Romans, Greeks, oriental peoples) mostly deal with 
unusual topics and aspects. 
He is considered as as the world’s leading expert for antique medical and scientific 
history. 
Among other acknowledgements of his merits for the research in this field, he was awarded by the Medical 
Faculty of the University of Gent/Belgium with the "Médaille Georges Santon".  
 
 
 
Medizin in der Antike. Aus einer Welt ohne Narkose und Aspirin (Medicine in Ancient Times. A World 
without neither Anaesthesia nor Aspirin) - 120 pp./ 130 coloured ill. -THEISS - 

This richly illustrated book by one of the world's leading experts provides a fascinating 
overview on medicine in ancient times. 
The author documents many different aspects of medical science in ancient times, from 
the early civilisations through to the Roman Empire - and comes to some surprising 
conclusions. 
A surplus of doctors in Pompeii 
Based on the example of Pompeii and its 25 medical practices, the author outlines how 
medical care was organized in a Roman town and proofs that a similar average number of 

doctors per head was only reached again in the 20th Century. The medical therapies which Napoleon and 
Goethe 200 years ago had at their disposal were scarcely more efficient than those received by a Roman 
consul or legion commander more than 2000 years ago! 
The world’s first female surgeons 
Our knowledge of the medical equipment used in ancient times is based on a tradition which is unique in 
history: between the first and the third century AD, it was common in Roman times to bury deceased 
doctors with all their instruments. The world’s first female surgeons practised in the Roman Empire - which 
means that women were able to exercise a medical profession in ancient times whereas the women of the 
nineteenth and early twentieth century had to fight for being allowed to study and practise. 
Table of contents 
Medicine before and during the beginning Greek period -  Greek period from Homer to Alexandria - Greek 
medicine comes to Rome - A historical phenomenon: the graves of the Roman doctors - Finds, not only 
from graves - Health care in a Roman town: Pompei - General practitioners and specialists - Ophtalmology 
and pharmacy - The pleasure of beautiful decorations and ornaments in medical places - Fakes and 
research errors. 
 
 
Medica (Medica. Female Doctors in Ancient Period) - 128 pp./ b-w and coloured ill. -NA VERLAG- 

Only in recent times, from late 18th century on, women are allowed to study medicine at 
the university, and today the number of female doctors is going to surpass that one of 
their male colleagues, while for centuries women were strictly excluded from this 
profession.  
Women, however,  practised as doctors already in the Ancient world and not only in 
gynaecology, but equally in surgery, dentistry, as general practitioners, pharmacists and 
authors of books on medicine. 
The first female doctor practised around 300 BC in Athens, the first joint practice existed 

in Rome already 50 BC and the first female surgeon is documented in (Roman) Spain around the year zero. 
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In the Roman Empire female doctors were no exception but a widespread phenomenon. They are 
documented by mentions by various authors of the time, by archaeological findings and by inscriptions on 
tombstones. 
In an interesting, fascinating and easy to read  text, the author describes the different activities, the 
spreading of female doctors in ancient times. He shows the various traces which they left and leads the 
reader through the surprising story of female medicine. 
 
 
Die Thermen der Römer (The (Thermal) Baths of the Romans) - 160 pp./ ca. 100 coloured ill. -THEISS - 

To the ancient Romans their daily visit to the baths meant much more than just an 
opportunity to get clean. Sitting in the heat of the sweating bath, relaxing in the warm-
water pool, or taking a refreshing dip in the cold-water frigidarium: Roman thermal baths 
were places of "wellness" in the modern sense, places of leisure and recreation. No 
wonder, then, that the Romans spotted nearly every thermal or mineral spring within 
their sphere of influence.  
Their excellent engineers and architects, true masters in their field, built comfortable 

bathhouses from Bath to Vichy, among them luxury complexes such as the Trier buildings or the Imperial 
Baths in Rome which included a library, park and athletic grounds. 
Many baths doubled as sacred sites, which is proven by precious votive offerings recovered by 
archaeologists in these places, or as health spas, complete with therapeutic baths and treatment rooms. In 
any case, Roman thermal baths were tourist magnets avant la lettre – which is reflected also by a booming 
trade in souvenirs. 
In this comprehensive and richly illustrated volume, the unique world of the Roman baths comes back to 
life. 
 
 
Monumente für die Ewigkeit. Herrschergräber in der Antike (Monuments for Eternity. Tombs of 
Rulers in Ancient Times) - 136 pp / 150 b-w and colour illustrations  -SCHNELL + STEINER VERLAG- 

Among the seven wonders of the ancient world there were two royal tombs: the 
pyramids of Gizeh and the huge grave monument of a petty king in Asia Minor - 
Maussollos of Halicarnassus - which gave this architectural genre its name: mausoleum. 
The existence of a royal tomb and the presence of the mortal remains of famous rulers 
of the past supported local politics: Alexander the Great, who died in Babylon in 323 
BC, was buried in Alexandria, Egypt, and thus legitimized the Ptolemaic dynasty 
founded by Alexander's general Ptolemy. 
With his visit to Achilles' grave near Troy, Alexander the Great opened the custom of 

visiting tombs of heroes and rulers. Alexander's tomb in turn became a place of pilgrimage for Roman 
commanders and emperors.  
With the round graves of Augustus and Hadrian in Rome, the emperors linked up with the graves of 
Alexander the Great and the heroes of Troy. The impressive domes of the late antique imperial tombs 
were architectural masterpieces. The Roman tombs served as models for Germanic princes and kings: 
they were inspired by their location on riverbanks and seashores. The turning point came with Emperor 
Constantine and his burial place in Constantinople (337 AD): since Constantine and since Clovis in Paris, 
rulers were buried in churches. This remained the tradition in Christian Europe for more than a 1.500 
years. It was not until the 20th century that the ancient rulers' mausoleums had a comeback, especially in 
states with autocratic governments. 
In this magnifically illustrated volume the author presents a detailed overview on a central topic of 
antiquity with historical als well as political and cultural importance. 
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Souvenirs und Devotionalien in der Antike (Souvenirs and Devotional Objects in the Ancient World)  
 - 84 pp./ b/w and coloured illustrations  -THEISS- 

The souvenirs, devotional and ex voto objects in touristic and religious locations are no 
modern invention, they were already sold widely in the ancient period: it was just the 
Romans who began to turn it into a profitable industry and a commercial branch. 
Souvenirs from travel destinations which were "en vogue", strange items, devotional 
objects and ex voto gifts, "kitsch" objects  of iconic pieces of art or architecture, cultural 
miniatures are the various expressions of the travellers' desire to take to their homes the 
memories of the locations which they had seen, or the pilgrims'  motives to donate 
symbolic sacrifices in the sanctuaries they came to visit.  

The most prolific period of this branch was the Roman Empire (Imperium Romanum) between the frist 
century BC and the Late Roman Antiquity of the fourth century AD. 
Certain human behaviours - like the one to buy souvenirs and similar objects - do not depend on period and 
social class. They always exist in similar forms, from Antiquity (when the Romans understood how it was 
possible to exploit these desires and created the lucrative business) up to nowadays, with the difference 
that recently besides the crafts or industrial objects new forms - like multimedia souvenirs - are 
developping. 
 
 
Himmelsgloben und Sternkarten (Astronomical Globes and Stellar Maps) - 128 pp./ 130 b-w and col. ill. -THEISS - 

For the people in prehistoric times, astronomy was of existential importance for the 
timing of sowing and harvesting. Therefore astronomy, as the oldest natural science in 
the world, dates back to the Stone Age - and has left monuments which are preserved still 
today, like Stonehenge. 
The prehistoric cultures were illiterate and the documents of legendary scientists of the 
Antiquity period like Claudius Ptolemaios in the second century AD are vanished. 
Therefore the archeological findings are our only sources to understand the knowledge, 
the theories and the evolution of concepts of prehistoric and ancient cultures in the field 

of astronomy, but also of astrology which from the beginning has always been a kind of pseudo-religion. 
The first astronomical systems emerged in Mesopotamia and Egypt and were expanded and refined by the 
Greeks and Romans. Ancient science brought enormous progress such as the catalogue of fixed stars, the 
first heliocentric system and the exact calculation of spring beginning. 
The celestial globes and star maps which are preserved until our times not only show the constellations but 
also the system of zodiac signs still valid today. 
For the Roman emperors in ancient times and the Middle Ages, the celestial globe - later represented by 
the imperial orb of the German emperors  - was a symbol of their universal rule. 
The author documents and analyses various artifacts from different periods and cultures, and gives the 
reader a complete overview on the history of astronomy as a natural science, of astrology, and of their 
symbologies throughout the epochs and peoples. 
 
 
Löwenmensch und Schlangendrachen. Fabeltiere und Mischwesen in Vorzeit und Altertum  
(Lion-man and dragon-snake. Mythical Creatures and Hybrid Beings in Prehistoric and Ancient Times) 
 - 120 pp. / 139 b-w and color illustrations - SCHNELL + STEINER  VERLAG- 

The beginning of the art of sculpture was in the Paleolithic Age with the "Lion Man" 
from the Swabian Jura 
The hybrid creatures and monsters of antiquity had their origins in Egypt and 
Mesopotamia. Archetypes like the giant snake, the sphinx, the griffin and the centaur 
were adopted by the Greeks. Human-shaped winged creatures are still familiar to us in 
the form of the goddess of victory and the angels of the Christians. 
Man's inconscious insecurity about his capability to sublime his inherent animalistic 
element leads to the fact that in prehistory and antiquity there was a great interest in 

the depiction of mixed creatures and monsters. Besides the still known creatures such as the sphinx or 
the griffin, also dragons remain present as threatening monsters: they can be found in literature, on stage 
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and on the screen. The ancient Orient created the mixed beings, mythical creaturs and the monsters as 
elementary forces from the beginning of time. The Greeks organized the terrible menagerie of such 
creatures: the gods triumphed over Titans and giants, and then heroes like Heracles, Theseus and Perseus 
purged the earth of monsters. These were symbolic entities in the creation of our world (cosmogony) and 
the gods (theogony). 
Richly illustrated non-fiction book about the origin and survival of mythical and mixed creatures. 
 
 
Die Germanen. Geheimnisvolle Völker aus dem Norden (The Early Germans. Mysterious Tribes from 
the North) - 160 pp./ 140  ill. a colori / 22x29cm  -THEISS - 

The Teutons were the only people to stand up to Rome: Arminius and his German 
warriors defeated Varus' legions, Alaric conquered Rome and Odoaker deposed the last 
Western Roman emperor. Germanic peoples took over Rome's legacy and paved the 
way for Europe. 
But who exactly were these legendary Germans? What were the relations between the 
various tribes, how were they allied? 
How did the early Germans live? In what did they believe? How was their everyday life? 
What were the reasons of the migration of the peoples? What did the early Germans 

leave us with? 
The magnificently illustrated chapters introduce us to the story of the early German peoples including 
latest finds and theories like the the recently (2010) discovered battlefield of the fight between Romans 
and Teutons at the Harzhorn, which probably can be attributed to Maximus Thrax' German campaign. 
 
 
Die Germanen (The Teutons) - 204 pp./ 106 b/w illustrations -THEISS VERLAG / WISSEN KOMPAKT- 

The early Germans were the only adversaries of the Roman Empire who resisted its 
enormous military power. 
Who were they: rough-and-ready hordes of merciless warriors or a people with a rich 
culture, religion and mythology? 
This book from the Theiss Knowledge-Compact-Series puts an end to the roumours and 
myths around the Germanic tribes, providing well-researched information on this 
fascinating peoples. 
It shows how centuries of complex relations between the Germans and the Romans 

fundamentally changed early Europe, eventually bringing about the transition from the Ancient World to 
the Middle Ages. 
 

Sample of contents 
Rome's adversaries to the north - The defeat of Varus at Teutoburgwald - 150 years of coexistence - The 
world of the ancient Germans - The Germanic tribes - Everyday life and religion of the Germanic peoples - 
Great Migrations and the Germanic Empires - The Marcomanni, Franks and Alemanni - The fall of Rome in 
476 AD - The Vandals and Goths - The beginning of the Middle Ages: the Alemanni and Franks 
 

Key features 
Compact information about the culture, everyday-life, art and archaeology of the Early Germans 
Knowledge accessible to everyone 
Richly illustrated volume 
Based on the most up-to-date research 
Includes chronology, outline map, and attractive layout 
 

LO NG SELL ER  -  3  REP RI NT S  
CZECH T R A NSL A TIO N P UB LIS HED  BY  ALB AT RO S-VY Š EHR A D  
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Unter den goldenen Adlern. Der Waffenschmuck des Römischen Imperiums  
(Beneath the Golden Eagles. The Weapon Ornamentations in the Roman Empire) - 160 pp. / 191 b/w and color 
illustrations -SCHNELL + STEINER VERLAG- 
 

The ancient Romans decorated their weapons with motifs and signs which were 
supposed to promise victory and happiness. The weapon decorations of the Roman 
legions expressed the trust in the gods of Rome and in the strength of the Roman army, 
the first professional army in history: more than a 250.000 men were constantly under 
arms.  
Some parts of the equipment were determined, such as the field signs and the 
traditional garments of the high officers. 

Concerning the decoration of their weapons, however, the soldiers had a great freedom of choice. There 
were no uniforms as we know them since the 18th century, nationality signs like heraldic designs  or flags 
were unknown, too. 
The individual soldier was able to choose freely how he had his weapons decorated. Therefore, signs of 
various religious and political currents were found on the weapons. Even daily politics left its marks when, 
during the critical years of the transition of the empire from Augustus to Tiberius, the northern army on 
the Rhine took sides with Germanicus, Tiberius' nephew, and showed this on their weapons. The weapons 
of the equestrian tournaments seem to have been left entirely to the soldiers' own taste. Their parade 
outfit were richly adorned armour for the horse and magnificent decorated weapons for the rider. 
Opulently illustrated non-fiction book on the weapons of the Roman legions with a comprehensive 
treatment of the decoration of the weapons. 
 
 
Ein Traum vom Imperium. Der Sarkophag Ludovisi - Grabmal eines Feldherren Roms  
(An imperial dream: The Ludovisi Sarcophagus - Tomb of a Roman General)  
- 136 pp. 159 / b-w and color illustrations  - SCHNELL + STEINER VERLAG- 

One of the most magnificent art works of ancient times is a Roman marble sarcophagus 
from mid of the third century AD. 
This masterly sculpted piece of art was created at a time when Rome, the former caput 
mundi, was on the edge of abyss: a Roman emperor had died in a battle against the 
Goths. Another emperor was taken captive by the Persians - an outrageous incident 
which had never happened before. 
For the first time since Varus' defeat, Rome had to face the loss of provinces. Religious 
conflicts, money inflation and Black Death unsettled the Empire. 

In this darkest time of the empire, one of the most brilliant works of art in antiquity was created in Rome. 
The battle scenes depict the general, who is hovering enraptured above the battlefield, as the victor over 
the entire world, and the defeated enemies are characterized as Orientals and Teutons. The tomb of a 
young aristocrat shows Rome's eternal dream of ruling the world. The Ludovisi sarcophagus is one of the 
most expressive works of Roman relief art. Its battle scenes are so impressing to posterity because we 
know that, given the real political situation, they were a sheer dream world. The Germanic tribes, 
depicted here as pitifully defeated, took over the Western Roman Empire 200 years later. Nevertheless, 
the imperial idea continued to live through the Middle Ages up to the modern era. 
Detailed and richly illustrated description of one of the most glamorous works of art in antiquity. 
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Der große Kunstraub: Orient, Griechenland, Rom, Byzanz  (The Great Art Robbery: Orient, Greece, Rome, 
Byzantium) - 168 pp./ 109 b-w and color illustrations - NA VERLAG- 

Entwurzelte Kunstwerke - Uprooted pieces of art 
Weapons, statues, paintings, precious metal vessels, even entire libraries or even huge 
obelisks were the hauls of war for victorious triumphants. Art theft began in the Orient in 
the 2nd and 1st millennium BC, when Elamers, Assyrians and Babylonians seized cultural 
assets from their defeated enemies. 
The culmination of this kind of art theft, however, was at the times of Rome's victories 
over Greeks and other peoples from the 3rd to the 1st century BC. 
The triumphal processions in ancient Rome were enormous displays showing the people 

immeasurable spoils of incredible amounts of gold and silver. 
The rival nobles of the Roman Republic tried to outdo each other in their victory celebrations. Therefore, 
thanks to the victors' donations, with due inscriptions, Rome became a permanent city of triumph, and 
works of art in temples and in public places reminded of Roman victories for centuries. 
Also the late antique Constantinople, being the new capital of the Roman Empire, was systematically 
equipped with works of art, but this time with works from their own dominion. 
A new kind of sanctioned art robbery in the following centuries was the Christian hunt for relics; it began in 
late Roman antique period and culminated in the Middle Ages. 
All over the epochs there were few restitutions, and even those carried out by Alexander the Great or 
Emperor Augustus were motivated by purely political calculation. 
Ernst Künzl leads through the complex history of art theft and also touches upon the questions of art 
robbery, which after World War II gained public attention - from the immense booty by the Soviets in 
Germany after 1945, to the recent restitution of African works of art by France in autumn 2018. 
An intriguing book about power and other motives for art theft. 
 
 
Helden am Himmel (Heroes in the Sky) - 144 pp./ b-w and coloured ill. -NA VERLAG- 
Astralmythen und Sternbilder des Altertums - Astral myths and stellar constellations from ancient 
period 
When we are looking up to the sky at night, it is still the ancient Greeks who are showing us a crowd of 

their heroes and deeds from the primeval times of the cosmos: the sky is full of names 
from Greek myths. All attempts to replace the ancient names of the constellations with 
a Christian designation have failed. The central motif of the heroes in the sky was and 
will remain connected with the genesis mythology of the Greeks. 
Our constellations are named after people, mythical creatures and monsters from the 
time when the Olympic Gods created and arranged the world. The Gods themselves 
stand in the sky as planets: from Jupiter to Mars, from Venus to Mercury. 
The stars and constellations in the sky are named after a group of heroes with the 

demigods Herakles and Perseus at their head, whom the gods instructed to clean the world from the 
monsters of prehistoric times. 
Since the earth was supposed to be habitable for humans, Heracles killed the children of the fire giant 
Typhon: the Hydra, the Nemean Lion as well as the giant snake, and Perseus saved Andromeda from the 
gigantic sea monster. 
Heroes, monsters and people saved by heroes - we find all of them in the sky. 
The imagination of astronomers and poets  covered the starry sky with names from the myth as well as 
with some erudite suggestions. 
The Greek legend of the war for Troy, however, was understood as a real story and therefore no star or 
constellation was dedicated to its heroes. 
Ernst Künzl analyses and interprets the background of the constellations in an entertaining and convincing 
way, he explains why their ancient names (in their Latin term) have survived the centuries of Christian 
dominion, and the role of Greek poets and writers in the coining of the constellation names. 
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Achtung Lebensgefahr! Die Legende von der inneren Sicherheit im antiken Rom 
(Attention, Risk of Death! The Myth of Public Security in Ancient Rome) 
- 128 pp./ 44 ill. in b/n e a colori   -NA VERLAG- 

An empire without internal security? 
Ernst Künzl takes a critical look at the internal security situation of one of ancient Rome, 
one of the most perfectly structured great empires of antiquity, and comes to a stunning 
conclusion. 
In ancient Rome, public security meant the political structure of the state, but not the 
security of space or even of the individual citizen.  
In the late Republic armed clubs in the service of rival politicians interfered with bloody 
terror in daily politics, and therefore efforts were made from the times of Caesar and 

Augustus to monitor the club system more closely. 
However, Rome was never able to cope with the ubiquitous hijackers, not even in the imperial era. A law 
of the Emperor Augustus allowed the possession of weapons for hunting and travel, but forbade the 
hoarding of weapons. 
The result of this was a Roman Empire full of weapons, not only in the army and fleet, but everywhere: in 
the provincial administrations, in transport, in customs, with prison staff, in the gladiator milieu, with 
hunters and shepherds, with robbers and finally with innumerable private individuals who had to take 
care of their own safety. 
For personal security was not a legal claim, and leaving the home unarmed one risked the own life: in the 
Roman Empire security of public space in a modern sense did not exist, to provide for one's safety the 
principle of self-help applied. 
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C H I L D R E N ' S   B O O K S  
 
 
 
SALVO  ZAPPULLA  (text)  &  CARLA  MANEA  (i l lustrations) 
Lo sciopero dei pesci (The strike of the fish) - illustrated / 6-8 years- 32 pp. -IL POZZO DI GIACOBBE- 

What would happen if the Sea one day was be fed up with being polluted and decided to 
go on strike. If it went to the mountains, together with all the fish, making holidays from 
their common life and sunbathing at high altitude? A real mess. Robins and blackbirds, 
jellyfish and shells together in the concert of nature, with a penguin as improvised 
conductor. A funny  and witty tale that wants to educate young and old to have respect 
for the environment, to love it and to keep it livable for future generations. 

 
 
 
 
SALVO  ZAPPULLA  (text)  &  LUCIA  SCUDERI  (i l lustrations) 
Il pollaio dice no! (The chicken run says no!) - illustrated / 6-8 years- 38 pp. -BUKBUK- 

The rooster is sitting comfortable on the fig tree branch reading the newspaper when 
news hits him so much that he tumbles down the tree. 
It's up to him to make the sad announcement to his chicken flock: end of freedom, no 
open air, no more running in the farmyard and just scratching around. 
Their human owners have in fact chosen battery farming and the chicken coop will be 
changed completely. 
But not everything will go as men expected, and it will be a hard lesson. 

An originally illustrated book, with a serious topic but sparkled with humour,  which invites to reflect on an 
important theme: the relationship between men and animals. 
 
 

 


