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TITLE: CAEN ESTRELLAS FUGACES          
(SHOOTING STARS FALL) 
 
AUTHORS: Jose Gil & Goretti Irisarri 

 

PUBLISHER: SUMA DE LETRAS 
(Penguin Random House) 
 
FORMAT: 562 pages 

 
 

 
 

An X Files in Madrid of the XIX  century 
 

“Those meetings around a table to attract the dead have become fashionable among the boring 
aristocracy. It is said that Queen Elisabeth  herseslf is keen on them. It is rumored in some clique 
that the reason of her absence here tonight it is because one of her many lovers has called on 
her. There is a great variety of spiritualists sessions: rotary tables, of fortune telling, dancing 
tables, floating ones... But none of them are as interesting as those sessions done by the Divine 
Elisa. 

 
It all starts with a strange storm; the sky seems to be falling apart. But this is only the first of a 
series of extraordinary events. Throughout two intense days of September 1859, two opposite 
characters undertake the investigation: an unsociable cynical man, clung on to reason, former 
researcher of false miracles who doesn’t believe in anything anymore; and a young fortune 
teller, who can sense what reason denies, but lives in fear by disturbing visions. 

 
Their adventure will guide them into hell, the city below, criss-crossed with secret passages; 
and also to the skies, over the slippery roofs. Together they will travel around this nineteenth 
century that battles between faith and science, light and darkness; there where the monsters 
stalk a singular beauty that shines along with evil. 

 
An oil lamp in the gloom, spiritualists sessions, secret societies and ladies with firm steps, 
weakened heroes. Jose Gil Romero and Goretti Irisarri have both built in this novel a solid 
mechanism of mysteries and suspense.  Thanks to intriguing atmospheric creations and the 
use of cinematographic resources the reading catches the reader attention to convert him 
into the spectator of a extraordinarily thrilling story. 



 

 

TITLE: LA CASA DE LAS CRUCES  
(THE HOUSE OF THE CROSSES) 
 
AUTHOR: David Chevalier 

 

PUBLISHER: Editorial Berenice 
 

FORMAT: 400 pp. 
 

 
 

Following his mother’s death Robert Carson returns home after seventeen years away, willing 
to get back what he left behind. Tired of an unstable existence and full of excesses, he has taken 
the decision to mend his life, to put it back on track once and for all returning to the only place 
he once felt as secure: Salmo, his home town. There he will meet again with his past, his sister 
Carol and his old friend Johnny, but also with childhood fears and superstitions. 
 
What happened to the rest of his group of friends? What do the walls of the House of the 
Crosses really hide? Robert knows that the sinister place, in which they were all involved 
before, seems to cast an ancestral and uncertain curse over the inhabitants of Salmo. 
Including himself. 
 
Following the spellbinding first work, the disturbing Tide Haven, David Chevalier returns 
with an extraordinary novel, whose plot and characters will delight the readers with strong 
and indelible excitement. 
 

“As if an Edgar Allan Poe of our era would have met up with the scriptwriters’ team of 
Criminal Minds and True Detective...”  

José María Aranzana, Libros y Literatura. 
 

DAVID CHEVALIER, born in 1982 and with double nationality –Franco-Spanish–, studied 
Journalism and is winner of many short story contests related with fantasy or terror genre. His 
first novel Tide Haven, showed his knowledge of the keys that rule the genre but at the same 
time is a work that goes beyond the conventions to open itself to a wider and more general 
public. Since childhood he has written under the influence of the works of Stephen King, with 
which he has grown. Even though his genre could be catalogued as “supernatural terror”, his 
novels are full of nuances that make them unclassifiable. In them you can find scent of 
nostalgia, realistic drama, mystery and even comic scenes, while that is true, his best talent is 
his capacity to create detailed and powerful images that convert every sentence in a still image 
and every page into a film. Following Tide Haven (Berenice, 2016), he returns with La Casa de 
Las Cruces, where merges the nostalgia for a past time –the 80’s–, the friendship of those who 
have shared their youth, and the atavistic fear when facing the unknown or the irrational.



 
                                      

 
TITLE: THE BOOKSTORE OF THE ALLEY 
 
ORIGINAL TITLE: LA LIBRERÍA DEL CALLEJÓN 
 
AUTHOR: MANUEL HURTADO 
 
PUBLISHER: LA ESFERA DE LOS LIBROS 
 
PUBLICATION:  June 2016   fifth edition 
 

 
 

A painter in search of his beloved, an old Republican bookseller and a plot of 
espionage in Madrid in the Forties 

 
  1940. After his exile in Paris, the painter Frederic Adrian decides to return to Madrid in order to recover his 
past and try to find Amelia. In his life there is a gap in his memory due to  an accident that wiped out much 
of his memories. This pushes him back to where he spent the best years of his life. 
 
In the city remain hidden remnants of Spanish Republican resistance and a large group of foreign agents 
trying to influence over the position of Spain in the recently broken out World War. At this crossroads, the 
artist is involved in a plot that takes him to collaborate with the Foundation, a clandestine movement 
sponsored by British Intelligence and leaded by Ernesto Lara, in whose old and abandoned bookshoop they 
used to meet during the war.  This way he starts to realise who he really was and  at the same time finding 
clues to the whereabouts of Amelia. 
 
Many years later, Professor Alejandro Piedra gets to  buy an oil painting of an unknown Adrian Fadrique at 
an auction in Sotheby's. Everything indicates that it is a work of no importance, but the news raises an 
unusual interest in weird groups that are determined to willing to snatch it away from him.  
 
The Bookstore of the Alley is a novel about fidelity, art, mystery and the twists and turns of fate. Of how a 
painter in love becomes a spy and the protegé of a nazi obsessed with art and the occult. All this in a Madrid 
plagued with intrigues and people who are not what they seem to be. 
 
 
Manuel Hurtado Marjalizo (Écija, 1962) is a Mining Engineer and a diplomate in Business Administration of 
the IESE Business School. He works for the French multinational corporation Saint-Gobain twenty five years 
ago. He now lives in Paris.  
 
His first novel La hora del Lobo Gris was shortlisted for the XIV Fernando Lara award. This is his second novel 
and is a success, in his third edition. 

 



 
 
 
TITLE: EL JUGADOR DE 
AJEDREZ (THE CHESS PLAYER) 
 
AUTHOR: JULIO CASTEDO 
VALLS 
 
PUBLISHER: PLANETA 2017 
 
FORMAT: 256 pp 
 

 
 

The novel has been adapted to a film that will be in the cinemas in May 5th produced by the reputed Gerardo 
Herrero. 

 
Spain 1934. Diego Padilla, champion of chess, meets the French journalist Marianne Latour. The Spanish civil war is 
about to blow up and it is in this agitated context that they fall in love. They have a daughter and they would live in 
Madrid until the violence and misery push them into exile to an occupied France. There the game will take another 
course: Diego will face an accusation of espionage by the Nazis and will suffer a brutal imprisonment.  
 
Written in first person, El jugador de ajedrez is a heart-rending account of the epiphany of love in times of 
devastation and moral misery which ruined the dreams of a good man: a stoic loser who for love waived betrayal 
and postponed revenge. Perhaps the eternal fight between whites against blacks ended being the melancholic 
refuge against the memory of a champion demolished by definitive sadness. Chess was his life, but his life was not 
only chess. 
 
Written with the prodigious simplicity of the best prose writers, in this fascinating novel the reader is faced with 
cruelty, but also compassion and friendship, which reveal the double substance of the human condition, capable of 
plotting the sublime and its sinister reverse side. If in Apología de Venus Julio Castedo delighted with the deepness of 
his vision, in El jugador de ajedrez he reveals as a master in the art of storytelling which is an axe blow on the 
conscience. You are not the same person when you have finished one of his novels. 
 
 
Julio Castedo Valls (Madrid, 1964) has a degree in Medicine and the speciality in Neuroradiology. Combines his work 
with literature. Up to date he has published the non fiction title, Las cien mejores películas del siglo XX. He is also the 
author of the novels Apología de Venus, El fotógrafo de cadáveres and Redención, which have earned the 
recognition from the critics. His first novel was El jugador de ajedrez (re-edited by Booket in 2017), who’s 
cinematographic adaptation will be on screen on 2017. Julio Castedo has been in charge of the script as well as the 
producer together with Gerardo Herrero and Juan Antonio Casado. 

 
 
 
 



 
                               

 
 
 
TITLE: THE CITY 
 
AUTHOR: LUIS ZUECO 
 
GENRE: Historical Thriller  
 
PUBLISHER: EDICIONES B 
      (November 2016) 
 
FORMAT: 512 pp. 
 
 
  

 
 

A dangerous women jailed in the dungeon of a castle. 
A young priest betrayed. A spy at a crossroad of his life. 

An excommunicated king determined to conquest the city. 
And 400 knights ready to defend it with their lifes. 

In a besieged city, the murderer has no escape, his victims neither 
I 
Following the success of EL CASTILLO (Ediciones B, 2015) with nine editions until so far, Luis Zueco continues with his 
epic medieval trilogy with LA CIUDAD a fast paced historic thriller. 
 
Luis Zueco is one of the Spanish authors with more best seller potential of the moment. Great story teller, great creator 
of intriguing plots and accessible for all publics. Excellent communicator. Pure escape entertaining fiction, with which 
you can enjoy learning. 
 
For the readers of The girl on the train for its addiction to the plot, The pillars of the earth for its magnificent setting, 
and The hunger games for the psychological dilemma in which the characters come across. 
 
The novel is set at Albarracín (Teruel, Spain), one of the most beautiful medieval cities of the world. In this city the most 
terrible murders are about to take place. At the end of the thirteenth century, the old muslim taifa of Albarracín, 
defended by powerful walls and impenetrable mountains is still free from powerful kings which encircle it and want to 
own it. Until a series of the most terrible murders shake the different guilds. Unexplained deaths will bring to light the 
most incredible secrets which are concealed in this city and which can change the course of history of the kingdoms 
which surround it- 
 
LUIS ZUECO: Novelist, historian, researcher and photographer. Successful writer  specially with his last book El Castillo 
(Ediciones B 2015). At present he is Managing Director of the Castillo de Grisel, a medieval castle turned into a hotel. He 
is an industrial engineer and a historian, he is also member of the Spanish Association of Friends of Castles and 
collaborates as an expertise in heritage and culture in several  media. Its novel El Escalón 33 obtained the honourable 
mention at the International Award of Historical Novel of  Zaragoza in 2012 in Zaragoza. It also obtained the award to 
the best historical thriller in 2012 at I Certamen de Novela Histórica de Úbeda, the first competition of historic novel in 
Úbeda. 
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TITLE: THE RETURN OF THE 
CATÓN  
 
ORIGINAL TITLE: EL REGRESO 
DEL CATÓN 
 
AUTHOR: MATILDE ASENSI 
 
PUBLISHER: PLANETA 
 
PUBLICATION: OCTOBER 2015 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: Italy (Rizzoli) 
Poland (Sonia Draga) Greece 
(Livani) Brazil (Planeta Brazil) 
Germany (Bastei Lübbe) France (HC 
EDITIONS) 

 
 
 
The main characters of The Last Cato, the super best seller of Matilde Asensi, are 
back in a new and extraordinary adventure to search the remains of Jesus of 
Nathareth. 
 
What do they have in common the Silk Road, the sewers of Istanbul, Marco Polo, 
Mongolia and the Holy Land? This is what the main characters of ‘The Last Cato’, 
Ottavia Salina and Farag Boswell have to find out risking again their lives to solve a 
mystery that started in the first century of our era. 
 
Fifteen years after the extraordinary adventure that they pursued and that made them 
discover the tomb of Constantin the Great, they both live together and work peacefully 
in Toronto, far away from dangers, arqueological explorations or mystery solving. They 
are just dedicated to their investigation jobs in the University. 
 
But their tranquility suddenly disappears when the Simonson, one of the major 
fortunes of the world, offer them the last fragment of the Vera Cruz if they collaborate 
in the search of nine ossuaries that had disappeared in the XIII century. 
 
Ottavia and Farag finally accept and they start an investigation that will question 
history as we know it, that will endanger their lives and their beliefs making them 
confront the discovery of the most important –and dangerous – relic of Christianity. 
 
 
 



- After fifteen years that The Last Cato was published, Matilde Asensi comes 
back with one of the most expected novels that is going to be one of the 
biggest publications of the year. 

- The Last Cato, is her most popular book, with more than 6.000.000 copies sold 
worldwide and 18 languages. With this book she comes back with the main 
characters and the adventure about religious emigmas of key importance for 
humanity.  

- The online community of Matilde Asensi, with more than 100.000 followers, is 
one of the most important profiles of the publishing sector, with an enormous 
rise the last months. 

- The book was published simultaneously in Spanish (in Spain and all 
Latinamerican countries), Catalan and Italian (by Rizzoli) 

- Number 1 in all best seller lists since its publication for six months but also The 
Last Cato  in pocketbook edition went to the best seller lists. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Born 1962 in Alicante, Spain, she is a Spanish journalist and writer, who specializes 
mainly in historical thrillers. 
 
She has more than 20 million readers        worldwide and has become the reference of 
quality bests-sellers in Spanish language. According to the magazine Que Leer she is 
the ‘Queen of the adventure novels’. 
 
Her books, of an indubitable quality and proven historical documentation, have been 
translated to 16 languages. The English translation of  The Last Cato won the 2007 
International Latino Award in the category ‘best mystery novel’ and an honor mention 
for ‘best adventure novel’. The following year, Everything  Under the Sky won the 
second place for the International Latino Award.In 2011 she received the Honour 
Award of Historical Novel Ciudad de Zaragoza for her career in this genre. She also was 
awarded the Premio Juan Ortiz del Barco (1996) and the Premio Felipe Trigo de Relato 
(1997)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
TITLE: SECRET OF CONFESSION 
 
ORIGINAL TITLE: SECRETO DE 
CONFESION 
 
AUTHOR: Salvador Felip 
 
PUBLISHER: Pamiés 
 
FORMAT: 287 pp. 
 
PUBLICATION: 2015 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: German (Bastei 
Lübbe) 
 

  
 
Seating in the darkness of the confessional, Father Martín listens to his death sentence 
from the mouth of a stranger. He feels skeptical to the idea of a killer openly 
announcing him that he is going to kill him, but when a mutilated dead body is found in 
the same neighborhood of San José´s church, the priest starts to think that the warning 
of the future that awaits him is true.   
 
The priest is unable to speak due to the confessional secret, so he can´t tell the police. 
He starts a desperate search after the identity of the killer and the reason behind his 
threat. In his desperate journey he will meet Jesús Arteaga, the police inspector that is 
investigating the murder. While the investigation is advancing without clues, the killer 
strikes again, turning the priest in his next victim and also making him the suspect of 
the crimes. Trapped between justice and the man that whispered his death at the 
confessional, the priest will be wrapped on a spiral of violence and intrigue on which 
his life and soul will depend.  
 
 
Salvador Felip (Madrid, 1971) is an aeronautical engineer with a degree from 
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid. Actually he writes and also works as a consultant in 
informatics security. His first novel El Ocaso de Bizancio (2008, Ediciones B) shows his 
interest on the forgotten east roman empire, which remains in his second novel El 
Sueño de Justiniano (2010, Ediciones B). After participating in the II price for historical 
novels from Hislibris, his work La Historia Secreta has been included in the book I y II 
Concurso de Relato Histórico Hislibris (2010, Evohé)  
 
 
 



 
 
TITLE: THE CASTLE                     
 
 ORIGINAL TITLE: EL CASTILLO 
 
AUTHOR: Luis Zueco 
 
PUBLISHER: Ediciones B 
 
PUBLICATION: September 2015, 
tenth edition in February 2017 
 

 
 

This novel narrates the dream of those who defied their destiny thousand years ago, set in a 
wonderful enclave that has been suspended on time. 

 
It is the story of people that loved, suffered, cried and laughed as we do. Men and women that 
managed to build one of the greatest medieval fortress of the world: the Castle of Loarre 
 
The author has signed for another two books, the next one will be The City (Autumn 2016) and The 
Monastery (Autumn 2017) 
 
Close by the Pyrenees there is the most important Romanesque military monument in Europe: the 
Castle-Abbey of Loarre, an impressive fortress, built when this land was a dangerous frontier. How was 
it constructed? Who attained that great achievement?  
 
Everything started when a brave monarch, King Sancho III The Great, decided to construct a fortress in 
a hidden mountain range where the muslim enemy could be sighted from a distance of 10 km. With 
the promise of a better future, he attracted a group of men and women, for whom survival was a daily 
heroism. Among them, a foreman from Lombardy; Juan the carpenter and his son Fortun; Ava the 
archer; Javierre, a young man whose ambition grew parallel to the castle; and a priest loyal to the old 
Spanish rite, accompanied by the wise and mysterious Eneca. 
 
And with the scarce resources and knowledge, they attained the challenge of overcoming the 
limitations of ignorance and power, culminating the religious and military fortress that gave birth to 
one of the most important medieval kingdoms, key of the Reconquest.  
 
Luis Zueco (Borja, 1979) is  a novelist, historian, investigator and photographer. He is actually the 
manager of the Castle of Grisel, a medieval fortess that has been transformed into a hotel. Luis Zueco 
is member of Asociación Española de Amigos de los Castillos, vicepresident of Asociación de Amigos de 
los Castillos de Aragón and colaborates as an expert in heritage and culture in several communication 
media. His novel El Escalón 33 was awarded with a Mención de Honor from Premio Internacional de 
Novela Histórica Ciudad de Zaragoza 2012, also awarded with Best Historical Thriller 2012 from the 
website Novelas Históricas. He has also published the historical novel Tierra Sin Rey and the guide 
Castillos de Aragón: 133 Rutas. 

 



 
 
 
 
TITLE: REDENCIÓN 
(REDEMPTION) 
 
AUTHOR: JULIO CASTEDO  
 
PUBLISHER: PLANETA 2015 
 
FORMAT: 320pp- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Lancaster, a former policeman that works in an insurance agency searching for missing 
people to claim their policies, has to investigate the mystery surrounding the disappearance of 
the young Ellen Carter. Behind a disturbing plot that takes over from the best of the Anglo-
Saxon thrillers, flutters the disturbing story of John Ellerman and his family. 
 
A moving drama set between England and Spain around the possibility of death and the 
freedom from the moment in which someone breaks with the past and the imposed molds by 
a suffocating family environment. 
 
Redención is an obscure, elegant and amazing novel, calculated to the nearest milimeter, cut 
with great literary skill, capable of amazing and shaking the reade. A different and essential 
crime novel. 
 
Julio Castedo Valls (Madrid, 1964) has a degree in Medicine and the speciality in 
Neuroradiology. He combines his work with literature. Up to date he has published a non 
fiction book Las cien mejores películas del siglo XX and he is also the author of the novels 
Apología de Venus, El fotógrafo de cadáveres and Redención, which have earned the 
recognition from the critics. His first novel, El jugador de ajedrez (re-edited by Booket in 2017), 
who’s cinematographic adaptation will be on screen on May 2017. Julio Castedo has been in 
charge of the script as well as the producer together with the reputed Gerardo Herrero and 
Juan Antonio Casado. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
TITLE: PARIS 2041 
 
AUTHOR: Ezequiel Szafir 
 
GENRE: Dystopic Novel 
 
FORMAT: 370 pp. 
PUBLISHER: EDICIONES B  
                       APRIL 2015 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Year 2041. A romance. A fascist Europe. A muslim upheaval in Paris. A nightmare or a possible 
future? 

 
After a decade of economic depression and failing to curve unemployment and Islamic terrorism, the right 
wing but still democratic government of Le Pen falls and is replaced by a fascist regime. The Nazi flag waves 
once again over Paris. The shadow of a new Holocaust, this time a Muslim one, overcasts France. In this 
setting, three friends of the new French resistance fight to overthrow the dictator.  As Muslims are pushed 
into new ghettos, the main character falls in love with a Muslim woman.  
 
Set in Paris in a future uneasily close. A story of an intimate friendship, of a romance that happens even in 
adversity. It is a story that conjugates fiction with political and social essay and exhibits the fragility of human 
condition in the midst of hostility, adversity and the ironies that lie behind the power. An hypnotic fable with 
the great virtue of showing the superior ethic of love over the temptations of authoritarianism and 
indifference. 
 
A dystopic novel, an audacious glance to a future that the world doesn’t desire, but with a probability that 
haunts our unconscious. 
 
Ezequiel Szafir (1971)  is PhD in Psychology by the Tilburg University in Holand. He was born in Buenos Aires. 
In 1996 he moved to US where he studied in the Boston College and the MIT. He is author of another novel,  
of historical fiction, titled Marina de Buenos Aires, 
 
 
 
 
 


